Navy News 

No. 32 JANUARY, 1957 Published first Thursday of the month Price Threepence 


The Bernard ‘"Revelation” Uniform 
Shirt IN 100% NYLON TRICOT 
costs 60/- and is outstanding value. 
BUY ONE TODAY 

BERNARDS MEN’S SHOPS 

40 Commercial Rd., Portsmouth 
Telephone 6596 

30 Royal Parade, Plymouth 

Telephone 66543 


BERNARDS provide a complete 
service for all Royal Navy Officers. 
An appointment for a representative 
to call on you may be made through 
Head Office or a Branch Manager. 
BERNARDS MEN’S SHOPS 

40 Commercial Rd., Portsmouth 
Telophona 4596 

30 Royal Parade, Plymouth 
TaUphon* 46543 



A kitten, belonging to H.M.S. Eagle, in its specially-made hammock 


DRAFTING FORECAST 

Commissioning Programme 


PORTSMOUTH 

FOR GENERAL SERVICE 

March 12, 1957: H.M.S. Lynx com¬ 
missions for service in • Home Fleet 
and South Atlantic. 

March 19. 1957: H.M.S. Armada 
commissions for service in Mediter¬ 
ranean and Home Fleets. 

March 20, 1957: H.M.S. Bulwark 
commissions for General Service. 

March 26, 1957: H.M.S. Scar¬ 
borough commissions for service in 
Mediterranean and Home Fleets. 

April 4, 1957: H.M.S. Kenya com¬ 
missions for service in Mediterranean 
and Home Fleets. 

April 30, 1957: H.M.S. Undine com-, 
missions for service in Home Fleet. 

FOR FOREIGN SERVICE 

May, 1957: H.M.S. Newcastle com¬ 
missions at Singapore for Far East 
Station. 

May, 1957: H.M.S. Modeste com¬ 
missions at Singapore for Far East 
Station. 


CHATHAM 

FOR GENERAL SERVICE 

March, 1957: H.M.S. Loch Ruth- 
even, at Gibraltar for Trials. 

Early April, 1957: H.M.S. Chieftain, 
for Home Sea Service. 

End April, 1957: H.M.S. Ursa, for 
General Service Commission Mediter¬ 
ranean/Home Cycle. 

Early May, 1957: H.M.S. Gambia, 
for General Service Commission 
Home/East Indies Cycle (to be par¬ 
tially manned by Devonport). 

End May, 1957: H.M.S. Lagos, for 
General Service Commission Mediter¬ 
ranean/Home Cycle. 

Early June, 1957: H.M.S. Sheffield, 
for Trials (to be partially Portsmouth 
manned). Later to be commissioned 
for General Service Commission. 
Home / Mediterranean Cycle. 


FOR FOREIGN SERVICE 

Early July, 1957: H.M.S. Alert, for 
Foreign Service in the Far East. 
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| Coastal Command and the Royal | 
| Navy—see centre pages | 


DEVONPORT 

FOR GENERAL SERVICE 

February 5, 1957: H.M.S. Russel 
commissions for Home Sea Service. 

February 5, 1957: H.M.S. Puncher 
commissions for Foreign Service. 

February 26, 1957: H.M.S. Eagle 
recommissions. 

March 5, 1957: H.M.S. Barflcur 
commissions for General Service 
(Home/Mediterranean). 

March 5, 1957: H.M.S. St. Kitts 
commissions for General Service 
(Home/Mediterranean). 

March 7. 1957: H.M.S. Ulster com¬ 
missions for General Service (Home/ 
South Africa and South Africa). 

April, 1957: H.M.S. Loch Insh re¬ 
commissions for General Service 
(Home/East Indies). 

April 30, 1957: H.M.S. Ulysses re¬ 
commissions for General Service 
(Homc/Mediterranean). 

May, 1957: H.M.S. Burghead Bay 
commissions for General Service 
(Homc/South Africa and South Africa). 

May 28. 1957: H.M.S. Hogue com¬ 
missions for General Service. 

June, 1957: H.M.S. Opossum com¬ 
missions at Singapore for Foreign 
Service. 


DEVONPORT—Continued 

May, 1957: H.M.S. Blackwood com¬ 
missions for Home Sea Service. 


FOR FOREIGN SERVICE 

February', 1957: H.M.S. Salisbury 
commissions for Home Sea Service. 

February, 1957: H.M.S. Cook re¬ 
commissions for Foreign Service 
(Surveying). 


JUDO and JU-JITSU 

New Powerful Method of SELF>DEFENCfc 
Can be Mastered by Anyone aged 
6 to 90—in 10 easy to follow 
PRIVATE Lessons without VIOLENCl 
And a COLOURED BELT gained 
Professor George Garecke 
BLACK BELT INSTRUCTOR 
Special Concentrated Lessons for Pupils on 
SHORT LEAVE. 

474A COMMERCIAL RD.. PORTSMOUTH 
Phone 73237 or 506e 


Order or Renewal Form 

(Delete as appropriate) 

‘NAVY NEWS’ OFFICE, ROYAL NAVAL 
BARRACKS, PORTSMOUTH 

Please post a copy of each issue of "Navy News" to 

Name... 

Address. 

I enclose herewith money order/postal order/chet/ite value 5s., being 
a subscription for 12 issues, including postage. 
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MEW NAVAL INSURANCE SCHEME 


Wavy News 


Editor 

Rev. W I. E. Tresenna-PiBgolc 
O.B.E.. F.R G.S.. R.N 

Royal Naval Barracks. Ponsmouib 
Tel.: Ponsmouib 74571 (Eli. 2913) 


WHILE TAKING part in fighting the released the handbrake and directed 
. , - -. . , Paphos Forest fire in Cyprus in June, his men to push the vehicle clear of 

JjfgSf r Sen when a number of British service men *e road. 

£4,000 under the company s then their lives Cant Richard In ,he London Gazette, the award 

current terms. This is considered a 1 ° s 1 1 n = 1 ^ llv “. ^p' Richard of |he M . B .E. (Military Division) to 

very valuable option on discharge Francs Gerard Meadows of the c , Meadows .« for leadership and 
from the Service when the provision Royal Marines personally carried a courage of a high order ” is announced, 

of a house and home becomes an wounded man for a. mile through While the fire fighting was in pro- 

immediate necessity. smouldering trees and undergrowth to gress, the blaze became out of control 

.. - . In addition a further loan of not receive medical attention. and Capt. Meadows led the men he 

ppi V, v«or I national standpoint, of the.importance more than five per cent of the original Later, when Capt. Meadows, who was commanding into a place of 

inc yc« . of regular thrift, the transition from amount borrowed can be obtained to was serving with 42 Commando, safety until the flames had passed. 

Momentous chances are taking place Service to civilian life is never easy cover the cost of legal expenses, if so appreciated that the only withdrawal Ignoring the heat and burning trees, 

. . , f .u n i vi whenever it takes place. The posses- desired. route was blocked by a burning he started to organise evacuation and 

in the structure of the Royal Navy in S ion of a nest egg when that time That, in very broad outline, sets armoured car, he removed cans of in complete disregard for his own 

the coming year. The New Pay Code comes may make all the difference be- oul lhe ma j n p rov j s ions of the petrol from the back and after beating safety was instrumental in saving 

has already taken effect and in the nVetelv nTw"^avTf 0 ^ oT^trucclinc sche ™ e : a, ! d perhl ! ps ,hc bcSt way , l ° ° Ut Some " of ,he flamCS lcapt insidc ’ SCVCral livcs ' 

r . .u Art- , i P lcieiy ncw . wl jy OI . ll,c or struggling s ^ elc h m the details is by an example, 

near future the Officers Structure and to get re-orientated in a strange land ...... . 

Centralised rWtine enme into force of civilians. The ability, for example. Assuming an individual aged twenty 

Centralised Drafting come into force. (o inves( - n a home and a housc is a next birthday desired to save a 

We believe that these changes are to major civilian worry overcome. regular sum of money each month, 

the advantage both of the Service and It is significant that the Admiralty a " d had completed two years of a 
„ f ~ „„ . „„„ direct attention to life assurance as nlne y ears engagement, he has twenty 

of the officers and men. a m eans of providing for the future, y aars lo , 8? if he eventually decides 

There is a considerable building pro- for it also provides for the present 10 complete his twenty-two years. He 

gramme in the various Commands by securing valuable life cover for 

, . , . . ... . . dependants. The effort is taken out of year period so mat it win mature at 

which will make for additional com- sav j ng by arrangement for premiums lhe same time as the completion of 
fort as well as add to the general all- to be paid by Naval allotment. 'be full period of service, when he 

round efficiency of the Service. The . ln aa appendix to the Admiralty wl c orly " exl .. 

1 Fleet Order the Admiralty name a In return for this monthly sum, 

erection of married quarters proceeds number of life assurance offices who deducted from pay by way of allot- 
apacc, and the attention of our readers are prepared to, or who already have, ment, he will get either a lump sum 
• ^-.ii n ,i ,i„. prepared schemes specially for the at the end of twenty years, or if he 

is called to the report of the Ports- Roya | N avy or Royal Marines. All should die beforehand, his dependants 

mouth Command Married Quarters these offices are eager to do of their would receive a similar amount. 

Officer in this issue which gives a few best to provide the type of benefits that when he has reached the end of 

facts and furores Comoarablc work is N j? val P er ? onnel desire and aI reason ' his nine years engagement he will 

cts ana figures, comparable work is ab(e premujms . havc paid prcmlums f or seven ycars 

going on in the other Commands. From an examination of the litera- an d if he decides to leave the Navy 

Thf main fpatur<* nrfirlf* of fhi« iccnr* lure of one of these offices, the he can then receive a valuable nest egc 


THE RECENT Admiralty Fleet Order | for a loan to pay the full cost of 
2791/56 on the subject of life assur¬ 
ance for the Lower Deck, shows once 
again the keen desire of their Lord- 
ships to encourage Naval personnel to 
look ahead beyond their Service days 
to the time when they will no longer 
be in uniform. 

Apart from any question, from the 


EDITORIAL 


Royal Hospital School 


Endowment Assurance 
The policy, which is basically an 
endowment assurance, provides a cash 
sum cither at the end of a selected 
period of years or on earlier death, 
and normally becomes payable, or 
as they term, matures, between the 
ages of forty and forty-five, on leaving 
the Service, and the payment of i s. 
premiums would then cease. I 

If, however, the individual leaves 
before completing time for pension, 
special arrangements arc made for 

the payment of a lump sum at that - ... 

time, provided the policy has been in 'he company would lend him the full 
force for a minimum period of years, cosl ( U P to £4,000) of buying his own 
usually seven. house, plus sufficient to pay the legal 

At the maturity date. Le„ on leav- expenses, under the then current terms, 
ing the Service on pension the policy- If at age forty, in conjunction with 
holder has two courses open to him— an endowment assurance to cover the 
he may cither take the cash payment loan, he has taken advantage of 
or he may use the money to obtain borrowing from the life assurance 
a pension policy which will provide office, then at age sixty-five he will 
him with a pension for life from the have: 
day he reached sixty-five. 

This second course of action has 
several advantages to make it worth 
considering. In the first place he need 
not necessarily take a pension 
sixty-five, having the option to require 
a cash payment, equivalent in 

to the pension, to be made to him. , , 

Needless to say, this cash payment repayment of the mortgage, 
would be considerably larger than The foregoing is only a brief sum- 
that payable under the policy which mary of what is being done to meet 
matured when he was in his forties, the special needs of the Royal Navy 

and Royal Marines. Full details can 
House Purchase be obtained from the various com- 

Sccondly. as soon as the pension panics' literature, or on application to 
policy is taken, the holder can apply the Navy News office. 


Suppose that he does, in fact, go 
on to complete time for pension, then 
on the twentieth anniversary of taking 
the policy he would receive a sub¬ 
stantial lump sum. If he prefers, he 
can use this money to buy a new 
pension policy, which will provide a 

pension for life starting at age sixty- THIS SCHOOL, formerly at Green- wich Hospital and the late Gifford 
" If he should die before he wich, and since 1933 at Holbrook in Readc, the school's most notable 
reaches sixty-five, the amount paid for Suffolk, is of interest to all in the modern benefactor. There is a tcach- 

the premium policy, plus interest. Service. Many readers of this paper ing staff of over thirty and visitors are 

would be paid to his dependants. arc o|d bo vs some are fathers of alwa y s impressed, not only by the 

• - H -!!I!!J“ k . < ;.1..i , !; i: ,.. P 5 n u S !° n boys a < present in the school and all Cy Thfve" evident enth^siasm and 

who have sons should consider the happiness of the boys, 
advantages that education at R.H.S. 

can provide. Except for a few, all the School Age 

660 boys at the school arc the sons Boys enter the school between 
of officers and men of the Royal Navy elcvcrf and thirteen (the earlier the 

or Royal Marines or those who havc better) and the majority leave at 

so served in the past. The remaining fifteen or sixteen but boys who have 

few are also the sons of seafarers. the necessary ability arc encouraged 
The school came into being as the to stay longer for further education, 

result of the thoughtfulness and Boys arc prepared for all R.N. and 

(a) A weekly pension for the rest of humanity of Queen Mary, the R.M. examinations and for the 

his life, or, if he prefers, a very daughter of James II whom she General Certificate Examinations at 

substantially increased cash sum. succeeded in 1689. Deeply concerned Ordinary and Advanced levels. About 

. (b) A house of his own. free from at the hardships endured by seafaring half the boys join the Service, includ- 

■auirc mortgage, and men and their families and the poverty ing many as artificer apprenliees and 

value (c) Any cash balance remaining from and neglect of many wounded or re- a few as cadets at Dartmouth. A few 

the endowment assurance after ' lrcd sailors, she set herself to go on to universities to continue their 

champion their cause and to rouse the education and the remainder go to a 

public conscience about the condition wide variety of work in civilian life, 

of those who had fought and suffered Further details of the school and con- 

in the service of their country, ditions of entry may be obtained from 

Accordingly, on October 25, 1694, The Director of Greenwich Hospital, 

King William and Queen Mary made 14 Buckingham Gate, London, S.W.I. 

a grant of the royal palace at Green- This article has set out to provide 
wich—the country home of many background for those who have little 
former monarchs—for the furtherance knowledge of the school but in future 
of this work. Other and more urgent issues we hope to include more news 
help was soon being given to sailors of day-to-day happenings at Hol- 
and their families by Greenwich brook. There is however, one current 
Hospital but we arc here concerned item to which reference should be 
more especially with the school. made. A memorial to old boys who 

lost their lives in the two world wars 
Growth of the School j s lo b e erected in the school chapel 

It was not until 1715 that the school and an appeal for funds has recently 

started with ten boys but it then went been launched. If any readers of 


Clock tower, class room block and dining hall 


Moulders 

_ (PORTSMOUTH) 

BOOKS & MUSIC 

NEW AND SECONDHAND 

Over 500,000 Volumes in stock. 
Magazines. Periodicals, Penguins 
Stamp Catalogues etc. 

School Books—Advance and unior 
Music Dept. — Operas, -Oratorios 
Instrumental, etc. 
EVERYTHING YOU WANT 
Write, Call or Phone 5144 
318 FRATT0N RD., PORTSMOUTH 


(LONG AND SHORT 


TRIUMPH COACHES 


LTD 

3 Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth 

Phone IOBSJ 

Operate the following Official Express Services 
for Service Personnel EVERY WEEKEND 

NORTHAMPTON ... 21/. 

LEICESTER . 26/. 

NOTTINGHAM ... ... ... 31/- 

SHEFrlELD . 34/3 

HUDDERSFIELD . 40/6 

BRADFORD . 43/C 

LEEDS . 43/C 

OXFORD . IS/- 

BANBURY . 17/4 

WARWICK . 20/- 

COVENTRY . 23/- 

BIRMINGHAM .; ... 25/■ 

WOLVERHAMPTON. 26/- 

STAFFORD . 30/- 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME ... ... 32/C 

MANCHESTER. 38/6 

LIVERPOOL . 40/f 

BRISTOL (Westbury. Trowbridge and 

Bath) . 17/6 

PLYMOUTH . 26/- 

DRUMBRIDGES . 21/6 

EXETER. 19/6 

PORTLAND . ... IS/- 

SALISBURY . 8/3 

MARLBOROUGH . 15/- 

SWINDON . 18/- 

CIRENCESTER. 21/- 

GLOUCESTER. 2 5/- 

READING (Basingstoke) (not Friday) 11 /- 
All these services v/ill take the following route 
for convenience of Service Personnel: R.M 
Barracks , Eostney: H.A1.S. Vernon: Royal Sailors' 
Home Club, Queen Street: R.N. Barracks, 
Unicorn Gate: Stanley Rd. for H.MS, Excellent: 
H.M.S. Phrenic: R.A.O.C., Hilseo Barracks 
Cosham Hornes: Town Quay Fareham. For furthe 
information write, phone or coll: Friumpn 
Cooches Ltd., 3 Edinburgh Rd. Phone 70863 


w Plane «/«#»#»” 


Junkers, 


Memorial at 
Holbrook School 


WITH THE approval of the Board of and in some cases, the sons of other 
Admiralty it is intended to erect in seafaring men. It was first housed at 
the Royal Hospital School at Hoi- Greenwich, being transferred to Hol¬ 
brook, Suffolk, a memorial to those brook in 1933. The Board of 
who lost their lives in the two world Admiralty are trustees of Greenwich 
wars and were at one time pupils of Hospital. 

the school (including old boys of the Subscriptions towards the cost of 
Boreman Foundation). the memorial are invited from all who 

The Royal Hospital School, which have passed through the ’ school, 
forms part of the great Naval charity whether at Greenwich or at Holbrook, 
called Greenwich Hospital, founded and from relations and friends. It is 
by William apd Mary in 1694. is a particularly desired that the list of sub¬ 
boarding school for sons of officers scribcrs should be fully representa- 
and men serving or who have served, live, and subscriptions of modest 
in the Royal Navy or Royal Marines, amount will be welcomed. 


See page 16 
for 

Classified 

Advertisements 


Coaches depart from the R.S.H. 
Club every Friday at 4.30 p.m., and 
Saturday at 12.30. Seats may be booked 
at the bookstall of the club or with the 
hall porter at the Royal Sailors' Home 
Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. Tele¬ 
phone No. 70281/2. 
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has shown thal those lads already have 
a fair knowledge of Nasal routine and 
are able lo race through their new 
entry training without ditliculty. 
Appreciating that fact, the Admiralty 
have now decided thal Sea Cadets who 
have been rated petty officer will be 
excused new entry training altogether 
when they join the Navy as National 
Service men. 

All they have to do is to take with 
them a certificate from their com¬ 
manding officer showing their petty 
officer rating. That the Navy should 
have such complete faith in their 
ability is a tribute, indeed, to the 
soundness of Sea (adet Corps 


Determined to enter the Navy. 
Farthing had undergone operations to 
both feet to get rid of flatness. After 
three years in the unit, he has set his 
heart on entering either H.M.S. St. 
Vincent or H.M.S. Canges next 
summer. 


Sea Cadets Have Radar 
Fleetwood Sea Cadet unit art 
probably the first in the country to 
have their own radar installed for 
instructional purposes. 

Their headquarters being situated on 
the promenade, the radar screen 
shows an unobstructed panoramic 
view of Morccambc Bay and the 
buoyed approaches to Fleetwood and 
other ports. With the unit are two 
officers with past experience of radar 
and by using the set they can now 
track and plot all movements of ships 


By Crutches to the Navy 
When Capt. Eric Bush. Secretary to 
the Sea Cadet Council, attended a 
combined parade of Ashford and 
Elham Valley cadets to present unit 
awards, A.B. R. Farthing. of Ashford, 
hobbled on crutches to receive his 
Gunnery Certificate. 


in the bay. 

The radar was provided at no cost 
at all to the unit by local supporters 
who contributed the apparatus and 
had it installed. 


Name 
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January, 1937 


SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NAVYl 


No. 16. H.M.S. ZEST 


(The First Ship Of Her Name) 




44 UNI FIT” 

40 MILITARY ROAD, CHATHAM, KENT 

Member oj the Inlerporl Naval Trailers' Association Ltd. 


ALSO AT:— 

61a St. Thomas St., Weymouth 
169 Queen Street, Portsmouth 
77 High Street, Gravesend 
25 Albert Road, Devonport 
Invergordon, Scotland 
Agent in Valletta, Malta 


H.M.S. ZEST (a First Rate Anti- 
Submafrinc Frigate) is the ship of the 
senior officer of the Third Training 
Squadron which is based on London¬ 
derry, Northern Ireland, and is 
employed in training British, Com¬ 
monwealth and N.A.T.O. ships, air¬ 
craft and personnel in Anti-Submarine 
Warfare. 

Details of the ship arc?— 

I.ength: 360 feet; Beam: 36 feet. 

Displacement: 2.300 tons; Maxi¬ 
mum speed : over 30 knots. 

Her armament includes one twin 


four-inch mounting and one twin 
forty-millimetre mounting in addition 
to the latest submarine detection equip¬ 
ment and anti-submarine weapons. 
Her complement is fifteen officers and 
180 men. 

She was built, as a Fleet destroyer, 
by Messrs. Thornycroft & Co., at 
Woolston, Southampton, was launched j 
by Lady Pipon on October 14, 1943. i 
and commissioned for service with the i 
Second Destroyer Flotilla of the! 
Home Fleet on July 10. 1944. She took 
part in two winter convoys to 


Northern Russia and was also engaged 
in a night action with enemy surface 
forces off the south of Norway. On 
the last day of the war she entered the 
Baltic. 

After the war she was employed oh 
training duties at Portland until being 
paid off into reserve in September, 
1952. In 1954 she was taken in hand 
at H.M. Dockyard, Chatham, for con¬ 
version to Anti-Submarine Frigate; 
this was completed and the ship 
commissioned for service in the Third 
Training Squadron in March. 1956. 


Uesiroffor anti Frit/a to St/nntlrons 
return lo f.ft. 


ON COMPLETION of duties in the 
Mediterranean, ships of the First 
Destroyer Squadron and the Sixth 
Frigate Squadron have returned to the 
United Kingdom. 

The First Destroyer Squadron con¬ 
sists of H.M. Ships Chaplet (C'dr. 
M. F. Renshaw. R.N.i. Chevron (C'dr. 
I. F. McLaughlan. D.S.C., R.N.). with 
the Senior Officer, Capt. A. E. T. 
Christie. O.B.E., D.S.C., R.N., in 
Chieftain. 

The Sixth Frigate Squadron com¬ 
prises H.M. Ships Ursa (C'dr. A. M. 
Power. M.B.E., R.N.). Ulysses (C'dr. 


Ci. H. Peters. R.N.), Urania (Cdr. 
G. R. C'allingham. R.N.). with the 
Senior Officer. Capt. J. F. D. Bush, 
D.S.C.. R.N.. in Undine. 

The ships arrived on December 3, 
Chaplet. Chevron and Undine at 
Portsmouth. Chieftain and Ursa at 
Chatham, and Ulysses atyd Urania at 
Devonport. 

After completing the remaining 
period of their general Service com¬ 
mission with the Home Fleet it is 
anticipated that the squadrons will 
return for duty in the Mediterranean 
in the early summer of 1957. 


Sea Ctalel Corps Xews 


Navy to Take More N.S. Men 
SEA CADETS who are due for call-up 
in' the next few months will rejoice to 
know thal their chances of being able 
to do their National Service with the 
Navy arc now good. 

In the past the Navy could take 
only a limited number of National 
Service men and unless a Sea Cadet 
was rated petty officer or leading sea¬ 
man his prospects of serving afloat 
were poor. But now a,special require-; 
ment for extra ratings in the Navy 
has arisen and more National Service 
men can be accepted. 

Cadets who have to register soon 
should therefore be sure to put down 
the Navy as their first choice. If they 
have already registered and have been 
noted provisionally for the Army or 
the R.A.F., they are advised to apply 
: to their local Ministry of Labour and 
National Service to have their cate¬ 
gory changed to that of the Navy. 

The Admiralty arc always glad to 
take as many Sea Cadets as they can 
into the Service because experience 


SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NAVY 
No. 16—H.M.S. Zest 

Please forward one postcard of H.M.S. Zest as repro¬ 
duced at the top of this page, for which I attach stamp value 2d. 
(Use Block letters please.) 


Rank or rating 
Address .... 


Photo postcards of H.M. Ships Theseus. Bulwark, 
Ocean, Eagle, Centaur, Glasgow, Kenya, Newcastle, 
Albion, Ark Royal, Loch Killisport, Diana, Taci¬ 
turn, Daring and Chevron may be obtained (with¬ 
out coupons), price 6d. each, including postage. 


H.M. SHIPS 
RECOMMISSION 
OVERSEAS 

THREE H.M. Ships serving overseas 
recommissioned for further foreign 
service recently. 

New ships’ companies were flown 
to Mombasa from the United King¬ 
dom to replace those officers and men 
of the ships who had completed their 
normal period of overseas service. 

The ships were H.M.S. Crane, _ ’ , 

frigate (Capt. B. S. Pemberton, R.N.), ft'Si<-nn S of»m<r amtsp.m, a „jm S rrp,a, 
recommissioned December 4; H.M.S. ftpajt sms are kept anil matured in mtnkm cellars that 
Comus, destroyer'(Cdr. J. C. Bartosik, . ... 

D.S.C., R.N.). on December 10,;and tnSO’f prrfra condmon. 

H.M.S. Cheviot, destroyer (Capt. EiT. service BY 

Larken. O.B.E.. R.N.), on Decem- gas] am Wf 

On recommissioning the three ships >—JfiHa SSL—J l -—I L — I 

proceed to the Far East. ' ft- O&ziai Contari Organisation for H.M. forces 


The sentiments of a toast, 
like the hospitality of 0 
friend,arc above dispute. So 
too is the excellence of tli j 
wines and spirits obtainable 
from Naafi. For mess, ward* 
room or the home Naafi haO 
stocks of the highest quality, 
perfect for every occasion of 
ceremony or good cheer. 
Visit your Naafi shop for all 
your requirements. 


IMPERIAL COURT, KEHNIH0I0N. LONDON. S.E.H 





















NAVY NEWS 


January, 19S7 



W.K.X.S. NOTES 


Friendly Win n 

HAVANT BRANCH 
ON TUESDAY, December 11, the 
newly formed Havant Branch of 
R.N.F.U.S.W. held their meeting with 
Mrs. C. Chavasse in the chair. 

The meeting was opened with Naval 
prayers said by Canon Duke Baker, 
Rector of St. Faith's Church, Havant. 

Two speakers were welcomed. Mrs. 
A. D. Orchard, Hon. General Secre¬ 
tary, who gave a talk on her work 
with the "Friendly Wives.” 

After the singing of several Christ¬ 
mas carols led by our Vice-Chairman, 
Mrs. D. Hanton, with Mrs. Oakford 
at the piano, we then had a very 
interesting talk and demonstration of 
Christmas decorations by Mrs. 
Fowler. 

Tea was then served, after which 
Mrs. Orchard drew the lucky numbers 
for three raffles, the winners being 
Mrs. Simmonds, Mrs. Eves and Mrs. 
Walker 

Our new committee is as follows: — 
Chairman, Mrs. E. Chavasse; Vice- 
Chairman, Mrs. D. Hanton; Hon. 
Secretary, Mrs. Oakford; Treasurer, 
Mrs. Whiterstall; Mcsdamcs Fren- 


Out of Uniform 


PORTSMOUTH COMMAND 
THE COMBINED units of H.M.S. 
Victory, H M.S. Vernon and R.M. 
Barracks, Eastney, held a most enjoy¬ 
able dance in the recreation room at 
Duchess of Kent Barracks on 
November 29. 

Chief Wren Chisholm (Steward (G.)) 
was presented with the Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal by the 
Commodore at Divisions on Novem¬ 
ber 30. 

A party of ten W.R.N.S. Radar 
Plot ratings accompanied by Third 
Officer Hodges spent a very enjoyable 
day at sea aboard H.M.S. Vigo on 
November 28. The weather was not 
very kind and at times reached gale 
force, but only one member of the 
party was sea-sick. A photographer 
of the Associated Press was on board 
and took many photographs. 

Our good wishes go to Wren J. D. 
Smith of the Service Certificate Office 
who leaves for Malta at the beginning 
of January. 

Royal Marine Barracks 

P.O. Wren Andres has been 
awarded her markmanship badge, and 
Wren M. S. Campbell played for the 
Portsmouth Command in the Inter- 
Command Squash Championships at 
the Royal Naval College, Greenwich. 


H.M.S. Mercury 

The unit held a Christmas party on 
December 12, for twenty-six children 
from St. Edith's Home, Fareham. 

Some very good pantomimes have 
been produced in the Portsmouth 
Command and the W.R.N.S. were 
well . represented in “Hansel and 
Grctel” at Royal Naval Barracks, 
Portsmouth, “Cinderella” at H.M.S. 
Mercury, and “Sinbad” at H.M.S. 
Dolphin. 


H.M.S. RALEIGH 

Personnel 

IT WAS with regret that the Wrens 
of H.M.S. Raleigh said good-bye to 
First Officer I.. U. Sansum. W.R.N.S. 
First Officer Sansum joined H.M.S. 
Raleigh in October 1953, and on 
termination of her appointment on 
November 2, 1956, retired from the 
W.R.N.S. after more than fifteen years 
service. 

Our congratulations go to Third 
Officer S. Harris, W.R.N.S., on 
winning the mezzo-soprano class of 
the Plymouth Music Societies Festival. 

Pantomime 

Many Wrens took part in H.M.S. 
Raleigh's very successful production 
of “Babes in the Wood.” Particular 
mention should be made of Third 
Officer Harris, W.R.N.S., as Robin 
Hood; Wren Knights as Maid'Marian, 
and Wrens Lewis and Newman as 
the Babes. P.O. Wren Chappie was 
the principal of the dancers, who were 
under the direction of Third Officer 
Gawan-Taylor, W.R.N.S. 

Badminton 

Several “Raleigh” Wrens have 
been combining with the officers from 
R.N.E.C., Keyham. to form a mixed 
badminton team which has played a 
number of enjoyable matches against 
Plymouth clubs. ^ 


NORTH END BRANCH 

OUR CHRISTMAS Bazaar was held 
on Tuesday December 4, at Whale 
Island. It was opened by Mrs. Twiss, 
the wife of Capt. F. R. Twiss, Royal 
Navy, a former commander of H.M.S. 
Excellent and now captain of R.N.A.S. 
Bramcote. 

It was a great pleasure to many 
members to meet Mrs. Twiss again, 
and we were most grateful to her for 
coming such a long way. A bouquet 
and some chocolates was presented to 
her by Elaine Nerman. 

The gymnasium looked lovely and 
we were most grateful to the ship’s 
company of H.M.S. Excellent for their 
help. The stalls were as follows: — 

White Elephant, Mrs. Ucten; Cakes, 
Mrs. Tearreau; Provisions, Mrs. 
Williams; Gifts, Mrs. Dimmock; 


The Editor and Stajj 
Wish All Readers 


HIGH AND HANDSOME 

This turban with the fashionable “high” look was designed by Madge Chard, 
but the nimble-fingered could copy it, using the same material—a gay paisley 
patterned Osman Challisse. You would need only a yard of the fabric (a 
50-50 merino wool and Egyptian cotton mixture) costing about 10s. 6d. 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 


ings on the second and fourth Wed- 
nated with a real tug-of-war. The tea nesdays. As before all meetings will 

again be in the wardroom annexe. 

In January, however, for various 
reasons, including the leave period, it 


‘Oranges and Lemons” which termi- 


Time you heard this new 

iMe*tmin#ter 

, at CURRYS! 


committee, under Mrs. 
made a very excellent job of serving 

tea, including ice-cream, to the child- , „ _, 

ren in the billiards room and to the | will be impossible to hold the first 

general meeting, a beetle drive, be¬ 
fore Wednesday, January 23, when it 
is hoped that as many members as 
possible will attend to welcome our 
new chairman. Mrs. Blundell. 

The new programme cards 


the guest 


I A'f A welcome addition to the top 
v r y value Westminster range! Formany 
•''' K *years the name Westminster has been 
/ connected with a really reliable 
/ product at an exceptionally keen 
' price. This automatic record-player 
at 19 Guineas is 
particularly fine value 


___„__— —, . „.. are now 

after lea, everyone assembled in the ready and will be sent to members 
main hall where Mrs. Williamson as soon as possible. In case of any 
Jones thanked Mrs. Grant on behalf mistake will any member who has 
of the members for her splendid not received her card by the January 
work for the branch. meeting please notify the hon. sccrc- 

Judith Riley, daughter of C.P.O. Jary, Mrs. L. G Brooks. 7 Hereford 
and Mrs. Riley then presented Mrs. ^ 0 , urt r Hctc „ for . d Road Southsea 
Grant with a set of luncheon mats ( tc l c Phone: Portsmouth 5652). 
on behalf of the branch and a colour- Membership 

ful spray of anemones from herself. ... , ., . , , . 

A second presentation, a tray cloth Al * Wlv f. s ’ whose husbands have 
given bv Mrs. Walmsley on behalf spent any lime in H.M.S. Vernon and 
of the 'sewing class, was made by '"! , °* re S ' ,H serving in the Navy, are 
Elaine Vicary. daughter of Lieut.- ? l, S ,bl . c f ° r membership of our 
Cdr. and Mrs. K. Vicary. branch and will be very welcome at 

Mrs. Grant thanked the members a ° y mcclin &. 
and assured them that she had en- GOSPORT AND FAREHAM 
joyed her time in Vernon and branch 


ment: Basket of fruit, won by Mrs. 
Robertson; Wine, won by Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Smith also guessed the doll'; 
- ..I.jwli was "Belinda.” Over £5C 


WESTMINSTER 
Model 4 A* 4 -speed 
mixer rccord-changer. 7 in. elliptical^^S 
speaker. Separate tone and volume ^ 

controls. Attractive cabinet covered in 
two-colour washable rexine. 


Immediate 

delivery 


F 17 GNS 

OR ON EASY TERMS 


name which 
was raised. 

On Tuesday, December 11, some 
members went by coach to London 
for Christmas shopping and to “Rock¬ 
ing the Town” at the Palladium. The 
outing was arranged by Mrs. Tearreau 
and was a great success. 

The Childrens’ Party is on Tucs- 


Make the most of your monthly allotment 1 II 

Consult your Iota! branch at: ! 

48, London Road (North End) I 

A 118/120. Kin sten Road. PORTSMOUTH 
Members of the Interport Navol Traders’ Association || 

- 


day. January 8. A very happy New 
Year to all our members. 


your service 


VERNON BRANCH 
H.M.S. VERNON BRANCH held 
their Annual Christmas Children's 
Party in the Wardroom Annexe on 
Wednesday, December 12, at 2.15 
p.m. Fifty-two children were enter¬ 
tained, including ten child guests from 


REMOVALS and WAREHOUSING 

PACKING FOR SHIPMENT 

13 Clarendon Hoad, Southsea Te 


National Savings 

n 

If I am serving in one of H.M. 
Ships would this address be acceptable 


on a form of application for Premium 
Savings Bonds? 

Other than in exceptional circum¬ 
stances NO. 

Bonds are sent from the Premium 
Savings Bond Office to the address 
you give on the application form and 
notification of prizes is t..'.._ 

this address. Obviously a permanent Senior Naval Officer, 
home address in the United Kingdom news was received that Her Majesty 
should be given whenever possible. The Queen had L_ 

How should I notify my change of pleased to give her consent to the 


SHORTLY BEFORE the broad South Atlantic Station, Vice-Admiral 
pendant of Commodore G. E. Hunt, W. G. A. Robson, C.B., D.S.O. and 
D.S.O. and Bar, D.S.C. and Bar, was B ar . D.S.C., now commanding what 
‘aiso'madeio\ hoisted in H.M.S. Bigbury Bay as > s known as the South America and 
1 ~ • - - • — West Indies Sout “ Atlantic Station, and Commo- 

. ’ dore Hunt commanding a reduced 

. „ area in the region of the West Indies, 

been graciously as Senior Naval Officer. 

’ Vice-Admiral Sir John Eaton, 
, , laying UP of the Queen’s Colour in K.B.E., C.B.E., D.S.O., D.S.C., struck 

this should, of course, only apply the Flagship of the Commander-in- his flag as Commander-in-Chief 
in the case of a change of a reason- Chief, America and West Indies America and West Indies, on Octo- 
ably permanent nature. The holder Station, in the Cathedral of the Most ber 30, when Commodore Hunt 
should quote lus name in full and Holy Trinity at Hamilton, Bermuda, hoisted his broad pendant, but 
present address together with the The laying-up of the Colour follows Admiral Eaton continues to be Deputy 
number of the bonds held by him, in a re-arrangement of station areas in Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic 
a letter written to the Premium the South Atlantic whereby part of and his duties in this respect are now 
Savings Bond Office, Lytham St. the old America and West Indies full time. He is based at Norfolk, 
Annes, Lancs. . Station has been absorbed by the Virginia. 
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Have YOU a personal problem . . *( 

ASK JOHN ENGLISH 

John English will be pleased to answer your queries. A stamped addressed 
envelope will be appreciated. 


Married Quarters 


Commutation of Pension 
CAN YOU please tell me how much | 
I can commute my pension for? What 
I can commute it for? (Business house,! 
etc.) Two years’ Leading time; seven¬ 
teen years’ P.O’s. time. 

Are there any other systems of get¬ 
ting pensions in lump sums, such as 
mortgaging. Also can you give me any 
information on the Greenwich pen¬ 
sion? 

Answer: In reply to your queries 
about commutation of pensions, the 
regulations regarding commutations 
state that the Admiralty may allow a 
pensioner to commute part of his 
pension if he can show that it would 
be to his distinct and permanent 
advantage. In your case, if approved, 
pensions in excess of 20s. a day could 
be commuted. 

The following figures are very 
approximate, based on the information 
given and assuming . you to . be about 
forty years of age. Pension rate 55s. 
a week. Amount allowed to commute 
£106 I Os. a year. Amount received 
approximately £1,500. The commuta¬ 
tion rates are being revised and my 
estimate of the sum you would receive 
is probably optimistic. 

I know of no other reputable system 
of getting a lump sum in lieu of your 
pension. 

Details of the Greenwich Hospital 
pension—for discharged seamen who 
are permanently or temporarily unable 
to maintain themselves—are contained 
in Section VII of the regulations for 
pensions to ratings in the "Appendix 
to the Navy List" which you should 
be able to see in your ship's office. 

Uniforms 

I WOULD like to suggest that an 
article concerning Uniform Regula¬ 
tions be included in the December 
number of the Navy News. 

This article would answer the ques¬ 
tions which many ratings are asking 
among themselves and would be 
pleased to know the answers. 

1. The questions are: When will the 
new style zip jumper and new style 
trousers be officially recognised as part 
of the kit? 

2. When will every man have to 
wear the new style jumper and 
trousers and not the old style? 

3. How long has the ratings got in 
which to wear the old style suit out 


AS A result of the announcement of 
fuel rationing my report on the 
Motor-Cycle Show was omitted from 
last month's issue in favour of advice 
on stretching the petrol ration. Since 
then there has been a considerable 
rush to buy motor scooters of various 
types so that a few notes still seem to 
be indicated. 

The main theme at this year’s show 
was directed at meeting the conti¬ 
nental challenge in the sphere of two 
stroke motor-cycles, motor-scooters 
and three-wheeler cars. 

Scooters and Two-Strokes 

So far as the two-stroke machines 
are concerned the main emphasis was 
upon the new A.M.C. 250 c.c. two 
stroke engine for which great things 
are promised. This engine will be 
found in several machines, notably the 
Francis Barnett Cruiser 80. 

Among the scooters, of which there 
are now over 150,000 on the roads 
in U.K. the continental models stiH 
reign supreme. Some English manu¬ 
facturers have endeavoured to meet 
the challenge with machines such as 
the Cyclemaster Piatti which is 
reputed to be selling well. Speaking 
generally, however, one feels that the 
British motor-cycle industry is not try-, 
ing very hard in this particular market. 

Three Wheelers 

The three-wheeler section of the 
show was extremely interesting and 
here Britain is certainly producing 
machines as good as, if not better than 
continental manufacturers. Among 
others, the Bond Minicar, Reliant, 
Gordon and Powerplus were the most 
interesting. The Bond and Reliant are 
of course', already well known and 
both adopt the single wheel in front 
as pioneered by Raleigh before the 
war. A report on the Bond was 
included in the October notes for 


and to change his suits to the new 
style? 

What is the actual date of the com¬ 
pulsory change over? 

4. What is the actual date of the 
change over when every rating must 
wear or have in his kit the new pat¬ 
tern double-breasted raincoat fitted 
with a half-belt? 

5. At present it is optional t'o wear 
or have in one's kit, the new pattern 
double-breasted raincoat with the half- 
belt; or else the old pattern single- 
breasted raincoat with a full belt. 

Answer: In reply to your letter of 
November II, 1 think a reply to the 
specific points you raise will probably 
be of more value than a general article 
which might not include all the detail 
required. 

The new pattern Class I uniform is 
officially recognised and is being 
issued to new entries as stocks allow. 

Serving ratings are allowed to con¬ 
tinue to wear old pattern Class II uni¬ 
forms at present included in their kits 
until they require replacement. Coat 
style jumpers in ordinary serge and 
white drill are available from "slops." 
The old style trousers will continue to 
be supplied until stocks are exhausted. 
Made-to-measure Class II uniforms 
(new style) in worsted serge are avail¬ 
able under contract from "slops," 
price £6 Is. Od. 

Ratings may provide themselves 
with a No. I dress suit in worsted 
material in lieu of an ordinary serge 
suit as soon as they wish. There is no 
compulsory date laid down. 

New entries dressed as seamen have 
been issued with raincoats and detach¬ 
able linings since January I, 1955. 
Men dressed as seamen with more 
than six months to serve on that date 
were authorised to provide themselves 
with a raincoat when the oilskin coat 
in their kit required replacement, or 
by A pril /, 1957, whichever is the 
earlier. When certified by their divi¬ 
sional officer or commanding officer 
to be in possession of a raincoat of 
uniform pattern in satisfactory condi¬ 
tion, they will he paid a gratuity of £2. 
representing the difference between the 
cost of a raincoat and an oilskin coat 
at Fleet issuing prices. The old type 
raincoat, with or without detachable 
linings, may still be worn if desired. 

I hope this gives yon the informa¬ 
tion you require. 


those who are interested. The Gordon 
is also of the same type with one wheel 
in front but its engine is mounted on 
the offside and drives to the rear 
wheels by chain. 

The Powerplus is a comparative 
newcomer and is a very good looking 
car indeed. It follows the Morgan in 
having two wheels in front with its 
single driving wheel at the rear. Un¬ 
like the Morgan, however, the engine 
which is a 322 c.c. Anzani twin two- 
stroke is mounted at the rear. 

Prices of these machines including 
Purchase Tax are as follows: — 

Bond Minicar: £278 13s. 2d. to 
£339 10s. 6d. 

Gordon: £301 2s. 9d. to £315 5s. 4d. 

Power drive: £426 7s. Od. 

Reliant: £420 13s. 6d. to £511 7s. Od. 

These three-wheelers are not to be 
sneered at. Their performance and 
weather protection is adequate whilst 
the annual Road Fund licence is only 
£5. Petrol consumption is always 
better than fifty m.p.g. and may be as 
good as eighty m.p.g. which with the 
present high price of petrol is a con¬ 
siderable factor to most motorists. The 
petrol ration is the same as an eight 
h.p. car 

Fog Driving 

A recent experience on a twenty 
mile journey on a cold, damp and 
foggy evening demonstrates all too 
well how quickly inexperience comes 
to light when driving condition? are 
at all difficult. 

The conditions were such that with 
good headlights and an efficient wind- 
screen wiper one could drive most of 
the time at forty, to forty-five m.p.h. 
with occasional reductions to about 
thirty m.p.h. in the thicker patches of 
fog. Shortly after commencing my 
journey down the main road from 
Petersfield to Portsmouth I overtook 
a small convoy of soffie four or five 
cars travelling at twenty m.p.h. 


Funeral of Royal 
Marines at Haslar 

THE FUNERAL of six Royal Marine 
Commandos, two officers and four 
other ranks, killed in action in the 
Port Said landing, took place with 
full military honours at the Royal 
Naval Cemetery at Haslar, Gosport, 
on Monday, December 17. 

They are Lieut. E. A. Ufton 
(Burton-on-Trent), Lieut. G. W. Mc¬ 
Carthy (Bodenham, near Salisbury) 
and Mne. Lorin Dudhill (Wingate, Co. 
Durham) of 40 Commando, and Sgt. 
D. H. A. Dennis (Plymouth), Mne. 
B. J. Price (Rumney, Cardiff) and 
Mne. B. J. Price (Rumney, Cardiff) 
Mne. B. J. Short (Parkstone, Dorset) 
of 42 Commando. 

The Commander-in-Chief, Ports¬ 
mouth (Admiral of the Fleet, Sir 
George E. Creasy, G.C.B., C.B.E., 
D.S.O. M.V.O.) was represented, while 
a special guard provided by the Royal 
Navy was paraded. 

Military honours were carried out 
by the bands of the Portsmouth Group 
Royal Marines, the Commander-in- 
Chief . Portsmouth and the Com¬ 
mander-in-Chief Home Fleet. The 
armed escort, bearers and firing party 
were provided by Eastncy Barracks. 

The funerals of Mne. R. J. Fudge 
(Kingswood, Bristol), Mne. C. E. 
Goodfellow (Kingstanding, Birming¬ 
ham) and Mne. D. Howard (Kings 
Lynn), whose bodies have also been 
brought back to this country, took 
place privately near their homes. 


Reserve Fleet 
Changes 

H.M.S. VANGUARD, now at Ports¬ 
mouth, became flagship of the Flag 
Officer Commanding Reserve Fleet 
(Vice-Admiral R. G. Onslow, C.B., 
D.S.O. and three Bars) at the end of 
November. Admiral Onslow's flag was 
hoisted on board on November 28 and 
from that day the Vanguard has 
accommodated the Flag Officer and 
his staff and also the Senior Officer 
Reserve Fleet, Portsmouth (Capt. 
A. G. Poe, D.S.C., R.N.) and his staff. 

The use of the Vanguard as an 
accommodation ship keeps her in a 
high category of readiness; it also 
results in an economy of manpower 
in the Reserve Fleet. 

The two cruisers Cleopatra and 
Dido, which had been used as accom¬ 
modation ships by the Flag Officer 
Commanding Reserve Fleet, and the 
cruiser Liverpool and radar training 
ship Boxer, which had been used to 
accommodate the Senior Officer 
Reserve Fleet, Portsmouth, and his 
staff, will not now be living ships. 



Because of their repeated winking of 
brake lights 1 dropped behind them 
thinking that some obstruction was 
making it dangerous to pass. Eventu¬ 
ally I realised that such was not the 
case and I passed them without diffi¬ 
culty but at the same time cast an eye 
at them to sec the cause of the hold¬ 
up. The answer was quite simple. Not 
one of the drivers was using the wind¬ 
screen wipers and all appeared to 
have their screens and windows 
misted up internally and externally, 
in other words they were all driving 
in their own "built-in" fog. 

This episode by itself would not 
have been remarkable but in the next 
thirty minutes of my drive it was 
repeated no less than five times. In 
other words on that eighteen miles 
stretch of road I overtook some 
twenty-five motorists all grimly peer¬ 
ing out into the murk and all no doubt 
quite convinced that conditions were 
dreadful when actually the difficulties 
were of their own making. 

A hint then about fog driving. 
Firstly see that your headlights are 
properly set so as to illuminate the 
road, and for owners of older cars I 
suggest you have your headlamp 
reflectors replated. Cost of this is 
about 7s. 6d. per lamp. Secondly see 
that your windscreen is clear and 
don't hesitate to use the screen wiper. 
If the screen becomes smeary, you 
need new wiper blades which are 
quite cheap. Thirdly carry a chamois 
leather in the dash pocket and keep 
the inside of the screen clear, or fail¬ 
ing this wipe the screen with the back 
of your gloves. 

To sum up. give yourself maximum 
visibility and ^maximum light and if 
your screen -mists up internally open 
a window. Iris quite elementary really 
but it is these minor details which 
brand one as inexperienced or other¬ 
wise. 

A. E. Marsh. 


CHRISTMAS AND the New Year 
always provide a good opportunity 
for reviewing the progress that has 
been made during the preceding year 
and assessing, so far as possible, the 
prospects for the coming year. It is 
also three years since the Admiralty 
launched the scheme of quarters in 
the home ports and somewhat of an 
epoch in that the maximum time that 
anyone can have in a quarter at one 
stretch is for the time being limited 
to three years. 

It is interesting to find that by the 
end of January some thirty of the 
original tenants will have completed 
their three years and there will be a 
number in each succeeding month. 
They will have to give way to others 
on the grounds of fair shares for all 
because we have not yet got nearly 
enough quarters to go round. The 
average length- of tenancy has of 
course been a good deal shorter than 
three years but this has been partly 
due to the fact that many have chosen 
to leave voluntarily when drafted to 
overseas service and for other 
reasons. 

Splendid Performance 

The first two and a half years was 
spent in selecting sites, designing 
houses .and the layouts of the sites, 
all of which had to be approved by 
the local authority, the Commander- 
in-Chief, the Admiralty and the 
Treasury, then arranging for con¬ 
tracts and getting the builders to 
work. At the same time hirings were 
being obtained, first of all on an 
establishment and ship basis and, 
later, when a sot of rules had been 
worked out, on a centralised basis 
which gave everyone the same chance 
wherever he was serving in the port 
or based on the port. By May, 1956, 
■we had about 700 hirings, twenty 
officers' new quarters and 100 ratings' 
new quarters. By the end of the year 
we had over a hundred new officers' 
quarters and 400 new ratings' quarters, 
all furnished and occupied, and had 
made a further increase in the num¬ 
ber of hirings. An average of fifty- 
five new quarters a month is good 
going over the period of seven 
mdnths. 

Looking carefully into the crystal 
ball it seems that it should be possible 
to maintain this same satisfactory 
average of new quarters occupied 
during 1957. There is likely to be a 
short period during the latter part of 
January and possibly the beginning 
of February when no new houses 
will be coming forward but, after 
that, new estates will provide a steady 
stream of new quarters. The charac¬ 
ter of the quarters will also change. 
Up to the present all the new ratings' 
quarters have been houses with three 
bedrooms. Next year, although there 
will be a number of this type, the 
emphasis will be on two-bedroomed 
flats of several designs. As a result of 
experience with the earlier designs, 
the houses will also be more attrac¬ 
tive in appearance and improvements 
will have been made in interior 
design. Prospects for permanent 
quarters for 1957 are, in fact, excel¬ 
lent both for numbers and quality, 
but no material increase in total 
hirings should be expected as suit¬ 
able places are becoming harder to 
find every day. Progress with new 
quarters should not be much affected 


by the petrol shortage, at any rate to 
begin with, as much of the heavy 
material has already arrived at the 
sites. 

New Hope 

When the rosters were centralised 
in April, 1955, it was found that there 
were still men who had applied for 
quarters at the very beginning of the 
scheme sixteen months earlier. This 
was somewhat disheartening but the 
waiting time has been gradually cut 
until it is now about six months for 
petty officers and junior ratings, and 
under two months for /chief petty 
officers. This has been achieved in 
spite of increased numbers of appli¬ 
cations and, because the waiting time 
is shorter, an increased proportion of 
the men coming to the top of the 
roster have been eligible to enter 
quarters. It is impossible to forecast 
whether the waiting time can be 
further reduced. It will admittedly be 
possible to house more men each 
month in 1957 than in 1956 for, not 
only is there likely to be a compar¬ 
able number of new quarters, but 
there will be more quarters vacated 
and needing new tenants. All will 
depend on the number of new appli¬ 
cations received. These have been on 
the increase for some months but 
there is hope in that in November 
there was a substantial fall in the 
total numbers on the rosters for the 
first time for many months. 

Nineteen-hundred and fifty-seven 
will also bring some modification of 
the rules to fit in with the new 
system of centralised drafting. It may 
also be possible to incorporate 
changes to reduce inequalities which 
have become apparent in the last 
eighteen months. 

Other Factors 

The statistics'for December will not 
make such good raiding as those for 
November. This will be due in part 
to the long public holiday over Christ¬ 
mas which, in effect, takes a week 
off the working month and to the fact 
that it is always more difficult to 
house people during a leave period 
when so many arc away from the 
port. There have also been other 
factors such as fixing up Maidstone 
on her transfer from Portland to 
Portsmouth and the return of the 
first ships from the Suez operations. 

To those already in married quar¬ 
ters. a merry Christmas and a very 
happy 1957 spent with your families. 
May I also remind you that now is 
the time to dig your gardens to let 
the frost get at the soil. To those on 
the waiting list, a comfortable quar¬ 
ter at the earliest opportunity and a 
good time with your family for the 
rest of the year. 


Aircraft Carrier for 
the Brazilian Navy 

IT WAS announced by the Admiralty 
on Friday evening, December 14. that 
negotiations for the purchase of the 
aircraft carrier Vengeance by the 
Brazilian Government had been 
successfully completed. 

The ship, after modernisation, will 
be commissioned in the Brazilian 
fleet in the name N. Ae.L. Minas 
Gerais. 


f \ 
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ABROAD 


LOTTERIES 


George R. Deakins 


IN THIS season of festivity and good- the society, and th 
will you will undoubtedly be advertisement of the 
approached by a friend or acquaint- the premises of tl 
ance with the request to buy a ticket tickets must all be o: 
in a draw, or perhaps you intend to shall have the name! 
promote a sweepstake yourself on the promoters p r i 
behalf of some deserving cause. Have together with a stater 
you ever stopped to consider whether sale of tickets is restr 
your activities are within the law? prize will be deliven 
May 1 draw your attention to the other than the holdc 
Betting and Lotteries Act and the ticket. You may no 
Small Lotteries and Gaming Act. through the post an 
You may think these things don't illegal to send mon 
concern you but, in fact, without the Britain in connectio 
provisions of these acts you would promoted abroad, 
not be allowed to run a lottery or lottery the promoters 
sweepstake under any circumstances, distributors of the 
for fundamentally, all lotteries are liable to prosecution. 


h*«vik 'o o»,a 'Wo 

I AM wondering as I write, whether Our cigarettes and matches had 
my broad beans, which are already been stuffed into the spare seaplane 
showing above the wet earth, will still float dragged forrari' ' 
be living when this article is published beneath. the bridge, 
in the January issue. 

At the time of writing, raincoats 
have been more in demand than great¬ 
coats and my mind shiveringly returns 
to the days of Northern Patrol sixteen 
years ago. 

The director tower of H.M.S. 

Effingham must have been a “vintage 
Mark 1 minus 2 stars” consisting of a 
cylinder of 1 inch plate with just suffi¬ 
cient space to sit a crew of four, and 
with a mass of instruments designed 
to dig and prod into the most tender 
parts of one's anatomy irrespective of 
one's position in aforementioned 


and the circular 
watertight cap had been screwed well 
and truly home. I had already chosen 
the most comfortable looking chunk 
of rock to which we should swim and 
await rescue, when a destroyer drew 
up alongside. The Effingham's upper 
deck was already at water level and 
the destroyer's deck seemed to tower 
above 

“Abandon Ship” came the order 
from the bridge. Could we find a 
screwdriver for the cap of the sea¬ 
plane (loaf 
but the c 


illegal. The moral aspect of lotteries 
and games of chance generally is one 
about which there has been, and will 
be, much argument, and our legisla¬ 
tors have tended to reflect the feeling 
of moralists in these matters accord¬ 
ing to the times in which they lived. 
The guiding principle has always been 
that any practice that may have a 
tendency to injure public morals is 
unlawful. In the present century the 
two Acts of Parliament referred to 
above, passed in 1934 and 1956, have 
relaxed the restrictions on lotteries to 
some extent, although you must still 
tread warily to keep within the narrow 
bounds of the freedom allowed. 

Permissible 

One of the commonest lotteries is 
that which is known as an incidental 
lottery, that is, one incidental to an 
entertainment such as a bazaar or 


opened the door a little wider, and arrived off Adelaide Island on the 
certain other lotteries are now per- evening of November 9. The report 
mitted provided they are not promoted received from her Commanding 
for purposes of private gain. Under Officer (Capt. J. V. Wilkinson, 
this act you may promote a lottery for D.S.O., G.M., R.N.), goes on to 
charitable, sporting of cultural activi- state: 

ties, but you must register your society "Poor weather prevented any fly- 
or club with the local authority, pay- jng operations that evening, but after 
ing an annual fee of til. You arc then a light fall of snow conditions im- 
free to promote a lottery for the pur- proved during the night and allowed 
poses of the society, but there arc the first aircraft to take off at 6.15 
thirteen further rules that must be a.m. Good voice communication was 
obeyed. The*.- restrict the size of the maintained with the aircraft, which 
prizes, the amount- that may be crossed the Sillard Islands, passed to 
deducted for expenses, the price of the nor.th of Liard Island and re- 
the ticket and what shall be printed ported Charles Roux Island in sight 
on the ticket etc., and in addition you about twenty-five minutes after take 
are required to submit a return to the off, 

local authority of how you spent the "By 6.45 a.m., the helicopter was 
proceeds not later than three months over the island and some dark specks, 
after the draw. 

Finally, Section 4 of this enactment I c de e - proved to be the 


We kicked and cursed 
.i remained obstinately 

immovable. 

The Effingham was still afloat as we 
lost sight of her around a headland. 
She was eventually sunk, I believe, by 
torpedoes, and what a wonderful 
surprise for some poor Norwegian 
fishman to awake one morning and 
find such a store of tobacco, so snug 
and fresh, on the front doorstep of 
his wave lapped cottage; we, smoke- 
rungs of a vertical ladder to the less, proceeded to Harstad. 
bridge. Norway was invaded by German 

1 can assure my readers that every sea and air forces without warning or 
minute of that cramped existence was preceding conflict, on the night of 
a four-hour watch. April 8-9, 1940... And a thousand 

Clad in home-made fearnought years previously the Vikings of 
trousers and as many articles of cloth- Norway had invaded and settled the 
ing that it was possible to wear (with- Orkney, Shetland and Faroe Islands, 
out preventing actual breathing) we and finally from the close of the 9th 
four mortals would sit like statues century even Iceland. They pariici- 
estimating the number of minutes it paled in founding Norse colonies in 
would be necessary for us to inhabit 'he Hebrides, Ireland, Northern Scot- 
such a cold hell if the war should last land. Northern England and in 
another year, and how optimistic we Normandy During the British cam- 


over the island and some dark specks, 
sighted low down on the eastern ice 

,---| marooned 

expenses. You may not give money makes small gaming parties legal, but Party. The camp was situated 

- J " ". 1 . ' with strict ' . —. J 

and the draw made during the enter- commercial exploitation. This is good 
tainment. news for tombola addicts, but anyone 

People living or working in the same wishing to promote a lottery or have 
place or belonging to a club or insti- a tombola party would be well advised 
tution may promote what is known as to consult these two Acts of Parlia- 
a private lottery if they obey the rules ment before making the venture, for 
laid down. These include the follow- the path is full of pitfalls. In any case, 
ing: all the proceeds after deducting none of these things is lawful in a 
expenses shall be devoted to the pro- public house, and playing shovc- 


. . . . ... _J on a 

rules to prevent I sloping ice and snow covered tongue 

— :-j I projecting from the clilT and about 

ten feet above the surrounding pack 
ipc" 

A two-way radio link was estab¬ 
lished with the camp by lowering a 
small transmitter-receiver and a 
landing approach was made on the 
upper part of the tongue. Closer in¬ 
spection. however,. revealed a fifteen 
degree slope and the helicopter was 
compelled to hover with its nose 
wheels just in the snow. The report 
continues: 

“One of the two men climbed into 
the helicopter and one dog was 
loaded to test its reaction to flying. 
The aircraft then flew to Base W. 
where again it proved impossible to 
land owing to soft snow and the two 

C assengers had to jump out from the 
overing position. 

“Fuel by. this time was beginning 
to run low and the aircraft returned 
to the ship. Much experience had 
been gained on this first sortie and 
after refuelling and a change of pilot, 
but with the same observer, the air¬ 
craft took off again. It was estab¬ 
lished that a handler would always 
be required when the huskies were 
carried so a call was made at Base 
W. to pick up one cn route to Roux 
Island. 

“A second helicopter on which 
maintenance personnel had been 
working all through the night became 
serviceable at. 9.30 a.m. and was 
brought into operation without delay. 
The rescue continued throughout the 
forenoon with two or three huskies 
and one man being carried each lift. 
Concurrently, 


again 


vision of prizes or to the purposes of I halfpenny for pints is ;r deadly sin. 


.. two relief personnel 
were flown into Base W. with all 
their gear and two men were flown 
back to the ship. Perhaps most im¬ 
portant was the three hundred pounds 
of mail which was also delivered— 
the first to be received by the base 
since last January. 

“The whole operation was com¬ 
pleted by 1.00 p.m. and involved a 
total of seven hours fifty minutes' 
flying by the two helicopters. The 
aircrew reported no particular dis¬ 
comfort apart from literal cold feet, 
in spite of temperatures in the region 
of minus ten degrees Centigrade and 
no cockpit heating.” 


(Continued from column 2 ) Persian Gulf Frigates 

Sheltered by the Lofoten Islands, the ° 

harbour is open the year round, ore Aid Distressed rankers 
being brought by railway from Galli- 

vara in Sweden. TWICE in less than 24 hours, H.M.S. 

My last sight of Narvik was a forest Loch Killisport (Commander G. C. 
of masts and funnels from sunken Hathway, R.N.). frigate of the Royal 
ships, all reflected in the still surface Navy's Persian Gulf Squadron based 
of the harbour, whilst reddish grey on Bahrein, has towed to safety loaded 
palls of smoke drifted upwards, blot- tankers aground in bad weather off the 
ting the clear cut icy contours of the Saudi Arabian coast, 
mountains beyond. The first was the United States ship 

Norway has produced countless Olympic Games. She was located six 
great names, but none more famous hours after the Loch Killisport sailed 
in history than Roald Amundsen (1 to her assistance from Bahrein and 
ate a lunch of corned beef sandwiches refloated 12 hours later, 
in the company of his statue at While the frigate's boarding party 
Tromsoe), that great Polar explorer anti gear were still on board the 
who reached the South Pole on Olympic Games, a distress call was re- 
December 17, 1911, just one month ceived from the British tanker Athel 
before our own great Capt. Robert Monarch, aground 24 miles to the east. 
Falcon Scott, Royal Navy. The Loch Killisport sighted her shortly 

I hope some day to tramp abroad in after sunset and a tow line was passed, 
a peaceful Norway. So many things bul operations were hampered by the 
will have changed since those bomb nsing wind, darkness and proximity of 
and shell-stricken davs of the 1940s. I unmarked coral reefs. She was finally 
long again to see the brightness of towed clear the follow ing morning. 

H.M.S. Loch Insh (Commander 


3fn iflemoriam 

P.O. Amos Seaman, P/.IX 801024, 
died on December 10, 1956, ll.M.S, 
Barrosa. 


the rays from the Aurora Borealis, . 
green—sometimes a violet, a purple T. E. Fanshawc. D.S.C., R.N.), another 
or 'a rose colour giving the whole a Persian Gulf frigate, went to the help 
variegated and brilliant effect'. of the Norwegian tanker Havkong, dis; 

fn peace or in war, nature goes on ablcd with engine defects off the 
practically undisturbed, and I con- Persian coast. She was drifting towards 
elude-, this article with a short prayer the treacherous coast when the Loch 
| for a mild winter and a bumper crop l ns " ,0 °* " cr m *° ,ow on October 10. 
of broad beans in the spring. (Continued bottom column 5) 


(Continued from column 4) 

, Because of bad weather, the tow had 
to be abandoned, and the Loch- lnslt 
remained in the vicinity Jor two days 
while the Havkong anchored. The tow 
was again passed when the weather 
moderated, and both ships have now 
arrived at Bahrein. 
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The lounge 


Royal Sailors’ Home Club 


SPORTSMAN OF THE MONTH 


The Royal Sailors' Home Club 


ON MONDAY, December 17, 1956, 
the Commander-in-Chief, Portsmouth, 
Admiral of the Fleet, Sir George E. 
Creasy, opened the new extension of 
the Royal Sailors’ Home Club. 

It will be remembered that the old 
building was completely destroyed by 
enemy action in 1941 and that the first 
part of the new building was opened 
on March 4, 1952. 

The completion of the building was 
made possible by the generous gifts of 
£70,000 as follows: — 

£10,000 from the Admiralty—From 

Prize Fund surplus. 

£40,000 from the R.N.B.T. 

£20,000 from King George’s Fund for 

Sailors (R.N.B.T. from a Minor 

Trust). 

Opening Ceremony 

At the opening ceremony Commo¬ 
dore J. Y. Thompson, Commodore 
of the Royal Naval Barracks, Ports¬ 
mouth and chairman of the manage¬ 
ment committee paid tribute to the 
Commander-in-Chief for his con¬ 
tinued interest and his strenuous 
efforts in helping to get the club com¬ 
pleted. In his reply the Commander-in- 
Chief expressed thanks to the Royal 
Naval Benevolent Trust and the King 
George’s Fund and welcomed Admiral 
of the Fleet, Sir Algernon U. Willis, 
president of the R.N.T.B. He ex¬ 
pressed his appreciation of the speed 
with which the contractors had com¬ 
pleted the new extension and thanked 
the management committee for their 
hard work on behalf of the club. 

The Commander-in-Chief then 
inspected the new cabins and after¬ 
wards joined the guests in the lounge 
bar. 

Administration 

The Royal Sailors’ Home Club was 
established in 1851 as a Charitable 
Institute for the benefit of the Royal 
Navy and Mercantile Marine. 

The club is now the exclusive pro¬ 
perty of the ratings of the Royal 
Navy, W.R.N.S. and the ranks of the 
Royal Marines. It is administered by a 
committee of officers and ratings. Her 
Majesty The Queen is Patron of the 
club and the Commander-in-Chief, 
Portsmouth, is the president. The 
Chairman of the management com¬ 
mittee is the Commodore, R.N. 
Barracks, Portsmouth. 

The club is supported by its trading 
balance, annual subscriptions from 
ships and establishments and by 
voluntary contributions. It is empha¬ 
sised that the club is dependent upon 
the support of its members and it is 
urged that the club be well patronised 
by all who are entitled to use it. 
Charges are maintained at the lowest 
level consistent with sound financial 
administration and any profits arc used 
to increase the amenities of the club. 

Amenities 

Among its many amenities there 
are: — 

122 single cabins for ratings. 

13 bed-sitting rooms. 

10 single cabins for W.R.N.S. 

16 double cabins. 

and the prices charged vary from 10s. 
per night (or £3 per week) for a double 
cabin with running hot and cold water 
to 2s. 6d. per night for a single cabin 
(not fitted hot and cold water) and 
2s. 9d. per night for a single cabin for 
W.R.N.S. ratings. 

Restaurant—open from 6.15 a.m. to 

11.30 p.m. and providing excellent 
, meals at reasonable cost. Snacks 


and savouries are produced in the 
club and wedding receptions and 
small parties can be catered for. 
Bar and lounge bar. 

Lounge and billiards room. 

Lounge for married couples and 
W.R.N.S. 

Lockers for the use of non-residents. 
Television room. 

Baths and showers facilities. 
Bookstall—run by the club. 

Naval and civilian tailor’s shop. 
Hairdressing saloon. 

Writing rooms. 

It is fair to say that the Royal 
Sailors' Home Club is a home CLUB 
where all the usual club facilities are 
available and yet it has, also, the 
homely atmosphere. 


E.A.2 T. W. JOYCE is a name like 
hundreds of others in the Royal Navy, 
but the name of Trevor Joyce (Royal 
Navy) appears on the records of re¬ 
sults" of all manner of clubs and 
athletic governing bodies at all 
distances from one mile to fifty-two 
miles. 

The Navy’s iron man of running is 
now serving in the Air Electrical 
School at Worthy .Down, where he has 
acquired the alias of “The Ariel 
Zatopck.” And with good reason! 

Joyce joined the Royal Navy in 
1944 and. in his own words, “played 
about with athletics" until 1949, when 
after only three weeks training, he ran 
tenth in the Home Air Command 
Cross-Conntry Championships. He 
represented the Navy the following 
year, when, he will be the first to 
admit. Navy cross-country running 
was in the doldrums, was not selected 
for the next two years, but has held 
his place continuously ever since. This 
record 1950, 1953-54-55-56, and with : 
out the shadow of a doubt 1957, 
speaks volumes for his dedication, his 
enthusiasm and his super-fitness. 

Born twenty-eight years ago at 
Surbiton, Surrey, Trevor Joyce has 
not restricted his activities to the 
winter game. He aims to run eighty 
miles a week in training, but as any 
Service man is aware, this is not 
always possible. Eighty miles a week, 
fifty-two weeks a year is the target 
seldom missed by this grand athlete 
and clubman. While chalking up such 
personal triumphs as:— 

Navy three miles champion, 1955 
and 1956; Navy road racing champion, 
1956; Sheffield Marathon, 1956, third; 
London to Brighton, 1956, fourth. 
With Command and Station titles by 
the score, in addition to very many 
trophies from civilian meetings, Trevor 
Joyce is always ready and keen to en¬ 
courage and advise the young athletes 


One of the bedrooms 


H.M.S. Theseus 


THE AIRCRAFT carrier Theseus, 
commanded by Capt. E. F. Pizey, 
D.S.O., R.N., arrived at Portsmouth 
on Friday, December 21. 

The Theseus took part in the opera¬ 
tions in the Eastern Mediterranean 
during November where her heli¬ 
copters, in conjunction with those of 


H.M.S. Ocean, put ashore in Port 
Said a force of 500 Royal Marine 
Commandos. This is the first instance 
of a Naval landing by this means. 

She brought with her eighty-four 
officers and 1,069 other ranks of the 
Army with their vehicles. 


who he hopes may be fired by his 
words to go and do likewise. 

He is a man with a pleasant person¬ 
ality and great personal charm who 
looks on his achievements as satis¬ 
factory but in no way outstanding. He 
has strong views and opinions, as a 
man with his record must have. He 
ridicules the statements of those who 
reckon that at twenty-two their sport¬ 
ing days are over—the “used-to" 
brigade—saying, “Why, at their age I 
was just beginning." With typical 
modesty he claims that “anyone can 
break through into this running game 
just by sheer training and perser- 
verance." Others who know what they 
are talking about will add—and the 
grim will to succeed. That is some¬ 
thing that Joyce has to a marked 
degree. 

While he has achieved much by his 
own personal efforts. Joyce is very 
ready to acknowledge the help he has 
received from others; help and en¬ 
couragement that has enabled him to 
ignore the scornful and to spurn the 
ungenerous of whom, unfortunately, 
there are a few. He is particularly 
grateful to Mr. Arthur Newton who 
in 1924 set up a world's record of 152 
miles run in twenty-four hours. Mr. 
Newton gave advice and encourage¬ 
ment when he needed it, and provided 
the necessary incentive when things 
seemed to go wrong. 

Joyce just keeps on training through 
the bad spots; the lashing rain and 
biting cold of the 0630 winter runs 
and as an illustration of how this 
reaps reward there is the bad patch 
he had in the London to Brighton run 
this year; a bad patch which he says 
he woujd rather try to forget. After 
forty miles Joyce was near exhaustion 
and he very nearly gave up, but by 
the time he had put forty-five miles 
behind him the mind had become ad¬ 
justed to the physical exhaustion and 
the only thing that seemed to matter 


\ Photo: P. Bird 

was reaching Brighton; this he did 
after running right through the field 
and he finished in fourth place. 
Incidentally he ran his two attendant 
cyclists into a state of near collapse. 

No smoking, no drinking, a care¬ 
fully regulated life, and an attitude of 
mind that enables him to shun the 
distractions and amusements of Service 
life to further his simple aim. To run 
better and yet better. This then is 
Trevor Joyce's background—and the 


Ship-shape for shore-going l 

When you come to Willerbys for your shore-going clothes (or 
your new uniform for that matter) you can be certain of one 
thing—real Naval smartness. At Willerbys you'll find a complete 
service, made-to-measure and ready-to-wear ; clothes made by 
craftsmen, and a splendid range of cloths to choose from j 
helpful service and reasonable prices. And what’s more, you can 
wear while you pay—and pay by allotment, if you wish. Why 
not write, or call next time you're ashore and ask for the special 
folder explaining 


WILLERBY 


way 


LONDON, W.l. AND AT 82 ROYAL PARADE. PLYMOUTH. 76 HIGH STREET, CHATHAM. 
Ill COMMERCIAL ROAD. PORTSMOUTH. 5 LONDON ROAD. NORTH 
END. PORTSMOUTH. 20 ABOVE BAR. SOUTHAMPTON. 
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H./V1.S. Eagle’s Flag presented to 
Parachute Brigade Group 


VICE-ADMIRAL M. L. Power, 
C.B., C.B.E., D.S.C., Flag Officer 
Aircraft Carriers, has sent the fol¬ 
lowing letter to Brigadier M. A. H. 
Butler, D.S.O., M.C., commanding 
the 16th Independent Parachute 
Brigade Group. 

"It is with the greatest of pleasure 
that I send you my flag which was 
fiown in Her Majesty's Ship Eagle on 
November 5, 1956, when the Carrier 
Squadron, Her Majesty's Ships Eagle, 
Bulwark and Albion, had the honour 
to support the landing of the 16th 
Parachute Brigade in Port Said. 

'I would be pleased if you would 
accept this flag as a token of .my 
own personal admiration of the great 
gallantry and superb fighting ability 
displayed by your officers and men 
in this historic operation. All my 
captains, officers and men of the 
Carrier Squadron join me in this. 

"The Fleet Air Arm is as proud 
and pleased as can be that we had 
the good fortune to be of some 
assistance ter your.bravc men. 

"I trust that the excellent co¬ 
operation in battle which we have 
achieved with you will continue un¬ 


diminished iti peace and in war, and 
that should a similar opportunity 
arise in the future, the Fleet Air Arm 
will again have the honour and dis¬ 
tinction of your company.” 

In his reply Brigadier Butler said: 
"Your gesture in presenting your 
flag which was flown in HALS. Eagle 
is warmly appreciated by all ranks of 
16th Independent Parachute Brigade 
Group, as in your very kind letter. . . . 
I hope to have the privilege of visit¬ 
ing you shortly to convey my thanks 
for the magnificent support you gave 
us. which enabled us to achieve our 
objectives so quickly, and with so 
few casualties—without it we could 
not have undertaken the operation at 
all, and in the event it surpassed all 
our expectations. 

"1 can assure you that all ranks 
of this brigade group now have the 
very highest regard for the Fleet Air 
Arm, and will consider it a great 
honour to co-operate with you again.” 

Admiral Power's flag and his letter 
will be displayed in the Airborne 
Forces Museum at Aldershot as a 
commemoration of a truly joint 
operation. 


Coastal Command 


Foreword by the 
Air Officer Commanding- 
in-Chief Coastal Command, 
Air Marshal 
Sir Bryan V. Reynolds, 
K.C.B., C.B.E., R.A.F. 


HELICOPTERS 


THE FOLLOWING exchanges took 
place in the House of Commons 
during question time on December 12. 


Mr. de Freitas asked the Minister 
of Defence whether he will instruct 
the Service Departments to co-ordinate 
their policy on the procurement of 
helicopters to ensure that there is no 
waste over unnecessary duplication. 


The Secretary of State for Air (Mr. 
Nigel Bireh): 1 have been asked to 
reply. This is done. 


Mr. dc Freitas: Is it not a fact that 
the different Services have different 
types of helicopters when the uses to 
which they are put are not funda¬ 
mentally different? 


Mr. Bireh: Obviously there are 
differences. The question of si/.e, for 
instance, is much more important in 
a Naval helicopter than in one used 
for the Air Force or for the Army. 
The policy in this matter is decided 
by the Minister of Defence, and all 


is co-ordinated through the Ministry 
of Supply. 

Major Wall asked the Minister of 
Defence whether he will speed up the 
supply of dual-purpose anti-submarine 
troop-landing helicopters for use by 
the Royal Navy and Royal Marines. 

Mr. Birch: I have been asked to 
reply. The supply of Naval helicopters 
is proceeding satisfactorily. 

Major Wall: Will my right hon. 
friend agree that the Sue/, operation 
proved the value of helicopters both 
in the initial stages of the assault and 
in the build-up? Will he not agree 
that it would be better to have dual- 
purpose helicopters, and could he not 
arrange for the anti-submarine equip¬ 
ment to be taken out of existing 
helicopters when . used for troop 
carrying? 

Mr. Birch: The basic purpose of 
these helicopters is anti-submarine, 
but of course they pay an additional 
dividend. Obviously the more we have 
the better; but they are very expensive. 


IT IS with great pleasure that I write 
a foreword to the article on Coastal 
Command for the Navy News. Al¬ 
though many of the readers of this 
flourishing newspaper may have 
worked in some form or another in 
co-operation with aircraft of the 
Command there may be many who 
have little or no knowledge of the 
capabilities of our long range mari¬ 
time aircraft, nor of the peace and 
war-time organisation of the Com¬ 
mand and the manner in which co¬ 
operation with the Allied Navies is 
now a fully established and daily 
practice. Despite the difference in the 
colour of our uniforms, we are all 
engaged on the same task of defend¬ 
ing the sea communications so essen¬ 
tial to our country and indeed all the 
nations of the Western alliance. 


The New Pay Code offers a 
Golden Opportunity— 


To make provision for your DEPENDANTS 
To set aside money for the deposit required to 
buy A HOUSE OF YOUR OWN 
To save to supplement your PENSION 
To build up a sum of money to meet any 
EMERGENCIES which may arise 


All these plans can be realised through National Savings Schemes, 
which are State guaranteed, and where your money is perfectly safe. 
You can. of course, withdraw your savings should the necessity arise. 

The simple Monthly allotment facility provided by the Admiralty 
is undoubtedly the ideal method of saving for you to adopt. 


SAVE WHILE YOU SERVE THROUGH ALLOTMENT 
TO THE POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK, A TRUSTEE 
SAVINGS BANK^ NATIONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 
OR DEFENCE BONDS. 


Amalgamation 

When in 1918 ihe Royal Naval Air 
Service and the Royal Flying Corps 
were amalgamated to form the Royal 
Air Force it was necessary to form a 
specialised arm of the new service to 
work in co-operation with the Royal 
Navy In the early days this force was 
named "Coastal Area" and of the 
aircraft allocated for the maritime 
role, some were carrier borne, some 
were land based and others flying 
boats and seaplanes. 1937 saw the 
status of the force upgraded and re¬ 
named "Coastal Command” the first 
Commandcr-in-Chief being Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Arthur I.ongmore. 
G.C.B.. D.S.O., who as a Naval 
lieutenant had been one of a band of 
four young Naval officers who were, 
prior to the First World War, pioneers 
in Naval Aviation. Shortly after this 
time the Royal Navy took over full 
control of the Fleet Air Arm both 
ashore and afloat and Coastal Com¬ 
mand was charged' with the opera¬ 
tional control, organisation and train¬ 
ing of all shore based long range 
maritime aircraft. 

Today, the Royal Navy and'Coaslal 
Command arc closer together in their 
thinking, planning and operations 
than ever before. Over a period of 
time, particularly during the Second 
World War, the two services evolved 
from experience, and often mutual 
adversity, a system of joint control of 
our maritime Air Forces. It is a 
system that has been proved, by 
results to work well. Modern recon¬ 
naissance aircraft are complicated 
and very expensive items of equip¬ 
ment. It is essential, therefore, that 
every operating hour of their exis¬ 
tence should be productive. To ensure 
this and to sustain and strengthen 
the effectiveness of operation of mari¬ 
time forces, it is imperative that the 
two services enjoy a full interchange 
of knowledge of present and projected 
plans and equipment, and make use 
of every opportunity of training to¬ 
gether in peace time. 




A partly submerged U-boat surrounded by bullet splash 
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Particulars can be obtained from your Information Room, or if 
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Co-operation 

The enemy menace to the lifeline 
of food and materials for our popu¬ 
lation and war industry will remain 
in any forseeable future war. The 
introduction of the nuclear powered 
submarine and the possibilities avail¬ 
able to an enemy of using sub¬ 
marines as launching platforms for 
guided missiles, pose further threats 
which will have to be counteracted 
by our maritime forces. I know that 
the Royal Navy is devoting a very 
large portion of its resources to anti¬ 
submarine warfare; it is to this same 
task and in co-operation with the 
Royal Navy, that the greater part oT 
Coastal Command's present resources 
are committed. 

Exercises, involving submarines, 
surface vessels and aircraft are 
scheduled and carried out all through 
the year. Some are small exercises 
between one submarine or surface 
vessel and one aircraft. Others are 
major exercises involving whole fleets 
and all aircraft of my Command. 
From these exercises are evolved the 
tactics and operating procedures 
which will ensure, should occasion 
demand, that defeat of the enemy 
submarine threat. 


THE NAME “Coastal Command" 
should be familiar to all readers of 
Navy News, but not all may be aware 
of the Command's current role and 
responsibilities. ''Coastal” is perhaps 
misleading and could suggest that the 
Command's operations arc restricted 
to the inshore approaches of the 
United Kingdom. In fact, aircraft of 
Coastal Command operate daily over 
a vast area of ocean bounded roughly 
by the Arctic ice fringe, the Tropic 
of Cancer and the southern tip of 
Greenland. 

During the 1939-1945 war. Coastal 
Command played a large part, in 
partnership with the Royal Navy, in 
defeating the U-boats and winning 
the Battle of the Atlantic. Post-war 
assessments show that shore-based 
aircraft destroyed 270 out of a total 
of 724 enemy U-boats lost at sea 
from all causes, including losses from 
mines, submarine, air and surface 
attack, and that Coastal Command 
alone destroyed 189. In addition, air¬ 
craft of the Command sank J73 war¬ 
ships and 158 enemy cargo ships 
totalling over 500.000 tons. Another 
significant fact is that, in six years 
of war, only twenty ships were sunk 
in convoys that were escorted by 
maritime aircraft and that, as the 
effective range of aircraft increased, 
the U-boats were driven correspond¬ 
ingly further out into the Atlantic. 


respectively. Below the Commandcr- 
in-Chief level, the Air Officers Com-, 
manding No. 18 and No. 19 Groups 
of Coastal Command arc established 
as joint commanders of N.A.T.O. 
sub-areas with headquarters at Ply¬ 
mouth and Rosyth. Other joint mari¬ 
time headquarters are set up at 
Chatham and Gibraltar. 

In both N.A.T.O. and national 
operations, Coastal Command works 
in the very closest co-operation with 
the Royal Navy. At all levels of com¬ 
mand. the Naval and Air commanders 
share common maritime headquarters 
and, at Northwood. the two Com- 
mandcrs-in-Chicf even share an office 
in the joint operations room. The 
policies and priorities for sca/air 


■ j ivri 


Operate under N.A.T.O. 

Today, the whole of Coastal Com¬ 
mand has been declared to N.A.T.O. 
and, in war, would operate under 
Allied control. The majority of the 
Command's aircraft would be em¬ 
ployed in the Eastern Atlantic and 
Channel Commands which arc British 
areas of responsibility, each com¬ 
manded jointly by a Naval and an 
Air Commander-in-Chief. The Air 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief Coastal 
Command holds the N.A.T.O. ap¬ 
pointments of Air Commander-in- 
Chief Eastern Atlantic and Maritime 
Air Commander-in-Chief Channel 
Com nra n d with headquarters at 
Northwood. In these posts he is, with 
his Naval partner, jointly responsible 
to the Supreme Commander Atlantic 
and the Allied Channel Committee 


Coastal Command N ef 
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and the Royal Navy 


operations arc decided jointly in the 
maritime headquarters and each com¬ 
mander is_. responsible for carrying 
out his part of the conynon plan. 
All maritime aircraft come under the 
direct W.T. control of the maritime 
headquarters unless they arc provid¬ 
ing close support to convoys, when 
they are controlled by the senior 
Naval officer of the surface escort to 
the convoys. 

Equipment 

Coastal Command' is, at present, 
equipped with Shackletons. Sunder- 
lands and N c p t u n c s. However. 
Neptunes will he phased out of 
service when the latest version of the 
•Shacklclon becomes available in num¬ 
bers. The Sunderland, which first flew 


Portsmouth Command Field Gun*s Crew 


ptuncs flying over H.M.S. Surprise 


in 1937, is now obsolete. It is sad 
that there is no British flying boat to 
replace it and that, for the first time 
in its history, the R.A.F. will, before 
long, have no waterborne aircraft. 

The Shackleton, with which all 
squadrons of Coastal Command will 
soon be equipped, has proved a very 
fine maritime aircraft. It has sufficient 
range to carry out effective patrols in 
the middle of the Atlantic and pro¬ 
vides ample room for the hcaVy and 
complicated equipment now required 
for war at sea. It can carry a crew 
large enough to work a Naval watch 
system and is equipped with com¬ 
fortable bunks and an efficient galley. 
The crew comprises two pilots, two 
navigators, five radio/radar operators 
and one flight engineer. The Shackle¬ 
ton is able to operate over the sea in 
all weather conditions. It flies well 
on three out of its four engines and 
will maintain height on two. How¬ 
ever, each Shackleton together with 
its equipment and crew, represents a 
significant slice of the nation’s expen¬ 
diture on defence, and command of 
a maritime aircraft requires the same 
degree of responsibility as command 
of a Naval vessel. Coastal Command 
pilots and navigators must therefore 
gain maritime experience as first or 
second officers before they can qualify 
for captaincy. 

Bases » 

In peace time. Coastal Command 
maintains bases in each of the 
strategic maritime areas. The main 
United Kingdom airfields are Kinloss 
in Northern Scotland. Ballykelly in 
Northern Ireland and St. Mawgan / 
St. Eval to cover the south-westflm 
approaches. The Command's only 
overseas base in peace time is Gibral¬ 
tar. where the Air Headquarters con¬ 
trols maritime squadrons operating 
from North Front airfield as well as 
other R.A.F. facilities for the defence 
of the Rock. In war. the Command 
would make use of many other bases 
provided either in the United King¬ 
dom by the R.A.F., or by N.A.T.O. 
in other countries: In peace time, the 
mobility and flexibility of maritime 
aircraft are tested frequently by 
exercises in such areas as the Indian 
Ocean, the Caribbean. South America 
and the Pacific. 


The primary war-time roles of 
Coastal Command are reconnaissance 
and anti-submarine operations. 
Modern maritime aircraft are unsur¬ 
passed in anti-shipping reconnais¬ 
sance. With its high-powered radar, 
each aircraft can sweep a path over 
120 miles wide and. at 150 knots, can 
search well over 200,000 square miles 
in a single sortie. Radar also enables 
aircraft to shadow enemy vessels far 
out .of visual and gun range. 

Difficult Problem 

During the last war, maritime air¬ 
crafts’. supremacy over the U-boat 
depended largely on its radar's ability 
to detect submarines on the surface, 
where they were forced to stay for 
six hours out of every twenty-four in 
order to charge their batteries. To¬ 
day, snort-fitted submarines set a 
more difficult problem and, in the 
future, the nuclear powered sub¬ 
marine is unlikely to present any 
surface target. Future anti-submarine 
operations will therefore require 
equipment able to detect and locate 
submarines when fully submerged. 
The first step in this direction is the 
sonobuoy which is a droppable com¬ 
bined hydrophone and radio trans¬ 
mitter capable of detecting noises 
from a submerged U-boat and of 
relaying them to the aircraft. Other far 
more efficient devices arc under deve¬ 
lopment but the ultimate'answer to 
the true submarine will be complica¬ 
ted and expensive. However, in the 
long run. despite these problems, the 
long-range maritime aircraft is likely 
to prove the most effective counter to 
the nuclear submarine. Not only can 
the aircraft carry the necessary equip¬ 
ment but. unlike an escort ship, it 
also has a decisive speed advantage 
over the nuclear submarine and is in¬ 
vulnerable to counter attack. Once 
an enemy submarine has been located 
by a maritime aircraft, it can be des¬ 
troyed without great difficulty by 
homing torpedoes or by nuclear depth 
charges of the type now available. 

Apart from its primary roles. 
Coastal Command is responsible, in 
peace and war. for search and rescue, 
meteorological reconnaissance and 
for assistance to Transport Com¬ 
mand in emergency. Last year, air¬ 
craft and rescue launches of Coastal 
Command were called out 204 times 
on Sea/Air Rescue incidents. Of the 
421 persons involved, these aircraft 
and launches rescued or assisted 
others to rescue. 263. In addition, the 
bodies of thirty-three other less for¬ 
tunate individuals were recovered. 
Meteorological flights over the Atlan¬ 
tic arc flown daily from a Northern 
Ireland base and provide information 
for international, civil and military 
forecasting. During the troubles of 
January. 1956. Coastal Command air¬ 
craft, at very short notice, transported 
900 troops to Cyprus in two days. 

Co-operation with R.N.I..I. 

Although aircraft from Coastal and 
other Commands provide the best 
means of searching for survivors at 
sea, the actual rescues arc normally 
accomplished by ship or helicopter. 
Coastal Command maintains a 
squadron of -Bristol Sycamore heli¬ 
copters solely for search and rescue. 
During daylight hours, helicopters at 
St. Mawgan, Felixstowe. Tangmere 
and Valley are kept at fifteen minutes 
readiness for any emergency. The 
crews of the helicopters maintain a 
very close and personal liaison with 
civilian organisations so that, for 
example, searches can be co-ordinated 
with R.N.L.I. lifeboats, and survivors 
landed in the grounds of an appro¬ 
priate hospital. Coastal Command 
also keeps launches at strategic points 
around the coast. These launches, 
which are similar to motor torpedo 
boats, are manned by airmen of the 
R.A.F. marine branch. Their job is 
to provide safety facilities at bomb¬ 
ing ranges, and, in conjunction with 
R.N. ships and helicopters and other 
life saving organisations, to stand by 
for search and rescue calls. 

Today, there is a tendency to con¬ 
centrate on the nuclear air threat to 
the U.K. and N.A.T.O. and to forget 
our common dependence on sea com¬ 
munications. Yet, if war came, the 
shipping by which we survive would 
be threatened by a submarine fleet 
greater than that of Hitler. Coastal 
Command's task is to ensure, in co¬ 
operation with the Royal Navy and 
the Allied Naval and Maritime Air 
Forces, the protection of our vital 
shipping and to prevent defeat at sea 
which might nullify allied victory in 
the air 

A. M. R. 


THE PHOTOGRAPH shows the first 
volunteers for the 1957 Portsmouth 
Command Field Gun's Crew, under¬ 
going their physical aptitude test at 
Whale Island, before the final selec¬ 
tion. Volunteers from ships and 
establishments in the Portsmouth 


Command are now coming forward. 
Any rating who wishes to volunteer 
should do so through the normal 
service channels. Enquiries should be 
made to Portsmouth Command Field 
Gun’s Crew Officer, Lieut. Lucas, 
H.M.S. Excellent. Tel. Dockyard 5276. 


MINESWEEPERS 


Letter to the Editor 

. Dear Sir.—I have just read your 
article on "The Royal Navy and the 
Suez Canal.” In it you praise the 
aircraft carriers, destroyers, frigates, 
but not a word about us little coastal 
minesweepers. If it wasn't for us. the 
rest of the fleet couldn't have got into 
harbour. Some people don't think we 
even exist. 

I myself have been out here 15 
months in a minesweeper.—Yours 
faithfully. ANGRY SWEEPER. 

We have every sympathy with the 
ship's companies of tile "little ships" 
who have the so important, hut often 
unrecognised anil wearisome, job in all 
operations. 

This goes not only for minesweepers 


but frigates, fleet auxiliaries ami the 
many other types of ship which are 
necessary for an operation such as the 
Port SailI landing. 

While international discussions are 
proceeding with a view to straightening 
out matters in the Middle East, we 
think it unlikely that any further pub¬ 
licity will be given to the Navy's opera¬ 
tional share in the Port Said activities, 
but we are not without hope that in 
due course the part played by all 
branches and all types of ship and all 
three Services will be presented to the 
public. We are quite certain that the 
value of the little ships is very much 
recognised by those in authority, but 
the Press quite naturally write about 
the ships in which their correspondents 
are embarked and which are. normally, 
the larger ones. 
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LOOKING AHEAD... 


... to another New Year and one which we hope will be 
happy and successful for all readers of Navy News. 

Such readers should already know of the Bernard service 
but for those who don't may we mention that through 
Bernards the complete Uniform and Civilian requirements 
of the serviceman and his family may be obtained either for 
cash or through a Credit Account. 

Departments include uniform and Civilian Tailoring and 
Outfitting, Footwear,* Sports Wear and Equipment, Fancy 
Goods, Toys and Games, Rings, Watches and Jewellery, 
Cameras and Cycles, Radio, Television and Electrical 
appliances, Cutlery, Furniture and a Floral Bouquet Service. 

There are 36 Bernard Branches at Home and Abroad and 
purchases may be made out at any of these branches making 
Bernard's Service the largest—yet the most personal— 
available to the Royal Navy. 

Should you not already have an account with 
Bernards commence one today for Bernards will 
serve you well wherever you are serving. 

€. H. BERNARD & SONS 

LIMITED 

t|ueen Street, Portsmouth 

Telephone 4403 

Branches at Chatham, Detonport, Weymouth, Falmouth, Milford Haven, Newcastle- 
under-Lyme, Deal, Harwich, Grimsby, Skegness, Wetherby, Londonderry, Rothesay, 
Helensburgh, Dunfermline, Rosyth, Invergordon, Gibraltar, Sliema and Valletta, 
Malta; and at Lossiemouth, Arbroath, Abbotsinch, Anthorn, Egllnton, Brawdy, 
Kete, Helston, Corsham, Worthy Down, H.M.S. "Dolphin" and Ford. 

, HEAD OFFICE; HARWICH, ES8EX. Telephone 880 

Members of the I.N.T.A. 


’-r- — SE -- « 













NAVY NEWS 


H.M.S. Eagle 

ON THE cast coast of southern Sicily 
an island, known as Ortygia to the 
ancients, rises from the blue waters of 
the Ionian Sea. like a naiad cradled in 
a sapphire sea. Syracuse is situated on 
this island and also spreads to the 
mainland. 

An idler on the terrace of the Belve¬ 
dere San Giacomo one Saturday in 
September might have imagined he 
saw the fleets of Athens and Carthage, 
with their bows pointing towards the 
harbour. It was not the fleets of old 
he saw, but the bulk of Eagle and of 
Bulwark as they steamed, in company, 
into the harbour for a courtesy visit. 

This, then, was the high-light of the 
September events of Eagle. Previous 
to the visit we had been in grand 
harbour undergoing self-maintenance 
and busy pulling whalers around that 
ancient harbour in the Med. Fleet 
Regatta in which we managed third 
place, despite the lack of practice due 
to sea-time flying commitments. From 
Malta we sailed to carjy out more 
intensive, flying practice, both day and 
night, in company with Bulwark and 
other units of the Fleet. We also prac¬ 
tised action stations and damage 
control stations to a high degree. 

Local Beauties 

Most of the ship’s company were 
looking forward, to coming home. 

According to the original movement 
schedule we should have arrived back 
in Plymouth on October 15. A certain 
gentleman in Egypt stopped that. On 
our way home we would have called 
in at Barcelona for a few days. The 
cancellation was a pity really—our 
photographers could have supplied 
Navy News with some very nice 
pictures of local beauties. 

Now, for those of you who have _ 

not visited Syracuse, the landlubbers 

and the barrack stanchions and the those who have visited Syracuse 
civilian readers, I shall try to tell you have not ventured further than 
something of Syracuse (this is also for nearest vino bar!). 
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H.M.S. Eagle with ratings forming name 



but Everything is attractive, the narrow 
the winding streets suggesting the mys¬ 
teries of the near east. The monuments 
that caused Cicero to title Syracuse 
"the fairest Greek city of all.” The 
fields are unusually fragrant, the 
nearby waters very blue shaded by 
feathery papyrus heads (Syracuse, by 
the way, is the only place in Europe 
that grows papyrus). The main places 
of interest are the cathedral, the 
temple of Apollo, the Roman amphi¬ 
theatre and the catacombs. There are 
many other places too numerous to 
mention but all arc extremely interest¬ 
ing. Near the town is the Imperial 
War Graves plot, the last resting place 
of those who died winning Sicily from 
Nazism during World War II. 


French Naval Air Base 

From September 28 to October 2 
Eagle visited Toulon, the great French 
Naval Base. You will be interested to 
hear that the dockyard looks more 
like a park with its trees and a wood 
near the berth of Eagle! Our bows 
nearly reached the tree tops (and the 
Naval canteen on the edge of the 
dock!). 

Toulon proved a very interesting 
run ashore. The French welcomed us 
very warmly. Bus tours were laid on 
to the famous French perfume town 
of Grasse which now however is 
rapidly turning into a museum piece. 
The more energetic bodies of the 
crew took part in a Mcdfoba expedi¬ 
tion to the nearby mountains, no 
doubt they enjoyed themselves. Those 
of us who couldn't face a stiff climb 
after running up and down the 
numerous ladders of Eagle, went 
along to the town in anticipation of 
seeing some French film productions. 
We were disappointed, only English 
and American features were shown. 
There was however, a Gina Lollo- 
brigida film running and it is reported 
that two members of the ships com¬ 
pany fell asleep during the afternoon 
show! 

The main street of the town, 
although not very long, is very wide 
and composes shops, roadside cafes 
and bars. 


Night Life 

The night life of Toulon was found 
at the south-east corner of the town, 
near the Cote d’Azure. Here small 
bars were plentiful amid old buildings 
such as the opera house (a very grim 
edifice indeed) and streamlined ultra 
modern flats with gaily coloured 
shutters. It was noticed that nearly 
every French home has shutters on its 
windows. For those of you in doubt 
about Toulon bars I can assure you 
that should you visit Toulon, you 
will not be “clipped,” beer is 
approximately Is. a bottle, cognac 
selling at the same price, some beers, 
brewed in nearby Marseilles sell 
cheaper. All in all, Toulon, was voted 
a good run ashore despite the two- 
mile walk through the dockyard. 
However we did not fare so badly as 
Bulwark at Marseilles; they had to 
go six miles before they reached the 
town! 


From the South of France we re¬ 
turned to Malta exercising with units 
of the French Fleet and Air Arm cn 
route. The stay at Malta was short 
and then we were off to Gibraltar this 
time with both Bulwark and Albion. 
Halfway there, Albion turned back to 
Malta and Bulwark, with Eagle, 
steamed on for a “rabbit” run ashore 
at Gibraltar. We were there a week 
before being recalled to Malta, Bul¬ 
wark following two days later. No 
doubt the boys of the latter ship felt 
“Chokka” as they had unloaded their 
ammunition ready to come home. 
They had to reload and come back to 
the sunshine isle. 

On October 28 we sailed once more 
with the other two carriers on exercise 
and finished by bombing the Egyptian 
air force and airfields! We flew over 
600 sorties of Scahawks. Wyvcrns and 
Venoms, with Skyraidcrs providing 
the ever watchful eye above the fleet. 

Whal a Scare 

During the action Eagle had a scare. 
The radcr picked up what was inter¬ 
preted as E-boats moving at us three 
miles away at thirty-four knots! This 
caused a slight panic but all was well; 
it turned out to be a flock of migrat¬ 
ing Terns (so the local ornithologist 
tells us). The crest of our 897 
Squadron is the Tern! 

On the day of the “cease fire" Eagle 
steamed up a buoyed channel towards 
Port Said. On either side of the 
channel were ships of all sizes, 
merchant and Royal Navy, an impres¬ 
sive sight. As we moved closer we 
could see a great column of smoke 
rising from what appeared to be a 
fuel tank—it had been well and truly 
“pranged." 

Congratulation 

Admiral Sir Guy Grantham, the 
Commandcr-in-Chief Mediterranean, 
in a speech on board congratulated 
the aircraft carrier squadron and 
Eagle in particular on the magnificent 
show put up by them during the 
recent trouble. He made a point to the 
ship's company on the number of 
sorties flown by Eagle. He said that 
he was delighted to observe that in¬ 
stead of starting off the action with 
a low number of sorties, Eagle started 
with a bang and went on to increase 
the number day by day until the cease 
fire. He continued, “the small ships 
in company were also very interested 
in your operations and waited with 
avid interest the announcements of 
targets hit during the day.” 

Return of H.M.S. Eagle 

H.M.S. Eagle will arrive at Plymouth 
on Friday, January 4. 

Commanded by Capt. H. C. D. 
Maclean, D.S.C., R.N., the Eagle was 
the flagship of Vice-Admiral M. L. 
Power, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.C. and Bar, 
who commanded the Anglo-French 
aircraft carrier force during the Suez 
operations. 

Four other British carriers—H.M. 
Ships Albion. Bulwark, Ocean and 
Theseus—took part in the over-all 
operations and, from October 31 to 
November 6, a total of some 2,000 
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shipbome air sorties was made against 
military objectives on land in close 
support of the landings in the Port 
Said area and the subsequent consoli¬ 
dation by the Allied paratroops and 
Royal Marines. 

R.N.B. Portsmouth 

DECEMBER HAS seen no change in 
the high powered activity in R.N. 
Barracks. The sporting world pro¬ 
duced its boxing, and finals of the 
indoor games, whilst the many other 
forms of Dog Watch recreations and 
activities have received a steadily 
mounting number of followers. The 
Archery Club seems to have been 
particularly successful. 

The international situation has been 
instrumental in maintaining a steady 
stream of customers through the 
Barrack Control Centre. During the 
period August 1 to December 15 
9,155 ratings joined through B.C.C. 
and 7,437 were drafted away. The 
balance were discharged to the 
Reserves, or released “Time Expired.” 

On Wednesday, December 19, at 
1000, the first of 121 retained men 
joined R.N.B. for release routine. The 
last, having completed all routines, 
was discharged to leave and “civvy 
street” on the afternoon of Thursday, 
December 20. 

It was decided at a meeting of the 
Anson Group Welfare Committee that 
no Christmas Cards would be sent out 
this year. Instead we have sent a 
surprise food hamper to a destitute 
family who we know will appreciate 
and benefit by it. 

The presentation of the pantomime 
“Hansel and Gretcl" (Naval version) 
reflected great credit on all concerned 
with its production. The versatility of 
P.O. Bishop as “Dame Chuff” is 
worthy of special mention, and 
L.S.B.A. Watkins made an excellent 
“Witch of the Woods." It is a fact 
that for many days after the panto¬ 
mime, one of the main topics of dis¬ 
cussion in R.N.B. was the different 
appearance presented by so many of 
its inhabitants. 


Field Game 

Sultan v. Collingwood 

ON SATURDAY, November 24, a 
new version of open-air activity made 
its first appearance in -the Portsmouth 
Command. 

This activity, known as a “Field 
Game," aims to provide for some 
twenty-four men an afternoon in the 
open air which is interesting, enjoy¬ 
able, and wider in scope than the 
rules and limits of a football field 
allow. 

Organising the game was Inst.- 
Licut.-Cdr. Wilson of H.M.S. Sultan, 
assisted by Padre H. V. Burgoync of 
H.M.S. Collingwood. His setting 
involved four pieces of “secret" equip¬ 
ment, two held by the Collingwood 
team, two being hidden and requiring 
search by both teams. The game took 
place in an area surrounding the 
Royal Marines Small-Arms School at 
Browndown, near Gosport. The team 
that obtained by “hook or by crook” 
all four pieces at the end of two hours 
would win the game. 

Rules, based . on commonscnsc to 
avoid accidents, were as few as pos¬ 
sible: disputes were settled by a team 
of umpires from different establish¬ 
ments in the Command. These 
included Lieut.-Cdr. Traylor (Phoe¬ 
nix), Lieut.-Cdr. Steel (Vernon), Licut- 
Cdr. Lucas (Excellent) and Mr. 
Haslewood (R.N. barracks). Team 
leaders were P.L.M.(E.) Stewart of 
Sultan and E.M.2 B. MacWilliams of 
Collingwood. 

Although the game finished as a 
draw rather earlier than planned 
because of fog and darkness, a good 
deal of incident developed. Several 
prisoners found themselves immo¬ 
bilised by removal of shoes and 
socks. Both sides used thunderflashes 
with which to confound the enemy. 

The afternoon ended with a banger 
barbecue supper in the open air, 
arranged by Mr. H. V. Wallace, Com¬ 
mand Cookery Officer. The general 
opinion of the teams was that the 
experiment was a great success, and 
that they were ready for more when¬ 
ever anything similar could be 
planned. 

Capt. R. Williamson-Jones, the 
sponsoring officer for this activity on 
the Commander-in-Chief's Expedition 
Training Committee, intends to run a 
series of these games at Browndown, 
starting in the spring, and other 
establishments interested should apply 
to him or Lieut.-Cdr. Craven, tele¬ 
phone Dockyard 3171, Extension 228. 

It is also hoped in 1957 to run some 
large-scale escape^ and evasion exer¬ 
cises in Hampshire in co-operation 
with the County Police. These would 
be based on the book by C. E. 
Morgan, “The River Line,” and A.B. 
male ratings and W.R.N.S. and seniors 
would take part as escapees, spies and 
counter-spies. 
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SUBMARINE 

COMMAND 


H.M.S. BELLEROPHON 


How can I save! 


IT IS not a usual sight to see a Reserve Fleet, for, in addition to 
submarine depot ship .secured to the normal commitments, the general 
south railway jetty, especially one transfer to H.M.S. Vanguard took 
wearing an Admiral's Flag. But such Place. The first to move to H.M.S. 
is the case of H.M.S. Maidstone who Vanguard was the Senior Officer 
is wearing the Flag of the Commander- Reserve Fleet, Portsmouth. Capt. 
in-Chief, Home Fleet (Admiral Sir A G. Poe, D.S.C., R N. together 
John Eccles, K.C.B., K.C.V.O., with personnel from H.M. Ships 

C. B.E.). Although Maidstone is now Liverpool and Boxer. Both ships, in 
Home Fleet Flagship she is not com- 'urn, were brought alongside H.M.S. 
pletely divorced from the submarine Vanguard which was berthed at the 
world. In fact the Commanding middle slip jetty in order to facilitate 
Officer (Capt. H. R. B. Newton, the transfer of Naval and victualling 

D. S.C., R.N.) retains his title as stores. . 

Captain, 2nd Submarine Squadron, Any removal is a headache, but this 
and Maidstone will accommodate a one proved to be a super headache, 
slightly reduced squadron. The m particular for the staff of the 
absence of Maidstone and Captain commander's office who were besieged 
(S./M.) 2 from Portland has entailed with requests for working parties. As 
a certain amount of reorganisation one of the gangway sentries remarked; 
on the south coast. Captain (S./M.) "I wondered what was coming next. 
Fifth Submarine Squadron, has there- first comes one hand with two crates 
fore increased his parish, and now of sultanas, another with a typewriter, 
administers the submarines normally a writer with piles of bumph, my mate 
based there. He is however assisted with the mess cat and four kittens and 
in the operation of these submarines (wo blokes with a TV set.” And, so it 
by a Senior Officer Submarines, Port- progressed, working party after work- 
land (Cdr. R. W. Garson, R.N.) in ing party transferring the thousand 

H.M.S. Chaser, ui- 

hear more later. 

H.M.S. Adamant has 
normal station in Rothesay Bay and 
is now undergoing her periodical 
docking in Portsmouth. The remain¬ 
der of the Third Submarine Squadron 
is still operating from the Clyde with 
temporary headquarters in H.M.S. 

Woolwich. Several submarines of this 
far flung squadron are, however, 
spending the Christmas leave period 
in Haslar Creek, which not only 
enables many of (he ships' companies 
to be near their homes, but also 
affords a safe anchorage in this 
season of gales and. adverse weather. 


I’m going for the pension because there’s 
another valuable right with it. I can get a 
cash advance straight away for the full price 
of a new house. I’m all lined up for a job 
already, and with the extra pension to lopk 
forward to and the wife and family safe in 
our own home—well, its the kind of security 
we all want. 

^ How do you set about all this ? 

That’s easy. Ask for details of 
the Progressive Savings Scheme. 


■ > - vjaiauu, iv.ii hi '"o i----e - - ^ 

about which we will and one things from the old homes to 

the new ones. Finally the move was ® 
left her completed when the Flag Officer h 
Commanding the Reserve Fleet, Vice- j 
Admiral R. G. Onslow, C.B., D.S.O. 

(three Bars) together with his staff and " 
the ships companies’ of Dido and r 
Cleopatra joined the Vanguard. The 
Bellerophon cap tally has now been 
superseded by H.M.S. Vanguard and 
the two former separate ships' com¬ 
panies arc one. 

It will take some time to really 
settle down in the vast spaces of this f 
battleship and to so many, to get ■ 
accustomed to a boat routine, as . 

Vanguard is now out in mid-stream, 1 
but with thoughts so much on the I 
seasonal leave, this “settling in” pro- | 
cess will not really be completed until ■ 
the New Year. • j 

THE USUAL round of parties, dances Sport - 

and entertainments arc in full swing in , Th'S recent move does not scent to - 

the Fort. With nearly every individual bave helped our soccer very much (if construction, together with the most f 
mess holding its own dance and lbe results are anything to go by) but up-to-date minesweeping devices. The 

children's party before the leave ) usl walt unl " lbe New Year. Coastal Minesweepers arc completely 

period, hardly a day goes by without Results of Recent Matches self-contained units capable of operat- 

some form of seasonal celebration. Soccer- 1st team v RAF Tang- ' n 8 ,or extended periods away from 

The after-dark appearance of the Fort merei wc j n 6 _ 5 . -> nd j eai ^ y Hornet, lhe i r bases. Close attention has been ONLY . ..„ ..._. 

is trying to rival Battersea Park, whilst lost 2 —7; 1 st team"v. Dryad, lost 1—7; Paid to the living accommodation played this month and 

the Christmas tree on the main parade 2nd team v. R.A.F. Titchfield, draw which is designed for a crew ~ f _ ' 

would not look out of place in 5 — 5 - i st )oam v Daedalus, lost 2—4- twenty-eight. Every man has a bunk berth staff won both 

Trafalgar Square—"and the best place | s t team v RNAS Ford lost 2— 4 ’ fi,,cd wi,h a foam rubber mattress, _ ._.... c 

for it" as many a motorist has been Rugby: 1 st team v. R.M. EasTncv. and a polished chest of drawers for the bottom of the league 

heard to say! won n—9; 1 st team v. Mercury, won ,he stowage of his personal gear. The can retain the 1 

The Dolphin Players presented 6—3. galley is all-clectnc and is provided the end of the season, . .. 

their Christmas contribution of "Sin- Hockey; 1 st team v. Vigo, won 3—1. with a mixing machine potato peeler in the top half of the table, 

bad the Sailor." This pantomime was and hot cupboards, as well as the Results of games played in Decern- 

played with a lusty saltiness by a cast .. 0 r ., T I ^ rv/ ^ r cooker and heaters for boiling and ber:— H.M.S. Sultan 3, S.B. Staff 5 

who were obviously enjoying every ll.lVl.5. UlLlUTltl.h washing-up water. There is a con- s.B. Staff 3, R.N. Writers 0. 

minute of it. Their spontaneous gaiety .,,.0 . slant supply of hot water in each 

infected the audience who were quick ALTHOUGH H.M.S. Diligence has bathroom which arc all fitted with 

to join in the fun. Although the sue- bccn m commission for some four showers and wash basins. The vessels 

cess of this presentation was due to £ cars now there are still many in the are propelled by Mireless <- 

all, both on and off the stage, special Service who don t know where it is engines, and the most up-to-date ones 

mention should be made of Nick or what it docs; so the time has come by Deities which incorporate a revolu- 

Howlett, the producer, father, mother 10 P ul Diligence on the map. tionary method of diesel construction, 

and midwife all in one; Ken Mills and , F,rs J'y Diligence is not a Daring They develop a total of 3,000 h.p.. a 

Donald Cameron, designer and painter class destroyer. It is a shore establish- top speed of about sixteen knots and 

of the excellent scenery; Andrew ment situated at Hythc on the west an approximate range of 3,500 miles. --- q -------- ■ - -~ 

Burnett, who gave an almost profes- bank of Southampton Water. Its The dimensions of the ships are:— the Command Hockey Eleven. 

sional performance as Widow Baloney; functions are to collect, equip and length 153 feet, beam twenty-eight Inter-Port 

and last but not least Max Boyland, ? ar JV out trials on new coastal and feet, draught eight feet, and displace- j n ter-hospitals soccer cup com- 

the pianist. This, las, job is no. an men ' 445 '° nS - pe.i.ion was heid in Chatham this 

easy one. as it is mostly a case of P etn compiucu at me punaers. inert „ 

the pianist finding the key of the £ anadd '“ 0 tv. 1 Accommoda,,on . * Haslar was defeated in the semi-final 

singer rather than the more normal “P *°me of these sweepers in The inshore minesweepers are much by R N Hospital, Dcvonport, the 

vice versa. C.E.R.A. Boyland has now Reserve while the others are passed smaller and are designed principally score being 7—3 in their favour, 

left and he will be sadlv missed from on 10 operation service. as "day boats, more on the lines of nevonport was in turn defeated by 

a F.P.B. than a coastal. However, RN Hospital, Chatham in the final, 
they have- accommodation for a crew chatham ' winni b Ihe on|y g oal 
of twelve, and arc fitted with an ^ , ate ; , hc SCCOIld ha if, aftcr 
electric galley hot-water system, and Qno { , hc best matc hcs witnessed in 

33X “• t “ * 

of about a week or ten days. Billiards and Snooker Tournament 

Diligence is commanded by a cap- There was a fine response of corn- 
tain (known as the Senior Officer petitors for this year's snooker and 
Reserve Fleet, Hythe) and has a billiards tournaments, the competitive 
complement of approximately 400. spirit was high and the standard of 
Some of these work in the base work- play good, with matches being won 
shops and stores preparing equipment by narrow margins, 
for use; others man the minesweepers In the snooker finals S.B.A. Eadic 
at the pier head to act as crews during won by two straight frames from 
the collection and trials periods. S.B.A. Driscoll, whilst the billiards 

Except for the ferry crews, Dili- final was won by S.B.P.O. Nobbs 
gence's ship's company is accommo- from S.B.A. Driscoll by only six 


PROVIDENT 

ASSOCIATION 

OF LONDON 


246 BISHOPSGATE, LONDON, E.C.2 


Send this coupon - 

Please forward details of the Progressive Savings Scheme 
Name . 


Address 


H.M.S. DOLPHIN 


Age next birthday 


Rating or Rank. 


IV HOSPITAF Credit for the success of the show 

,1 '' *T 1 ‘ ' goes to the man who not only de- 

HASLAR vised, wrote and produced it, but also 

took the principal comedy role of 
Soccer Queen Susie—Walker Booth, a mem- 

TWO matches have been her of the sick berth stuff of the 

...j we are happy hospital. In addition he was the 

of I to report that, for a change, the sick business manager responsible with 

‘ • _ ~ _ ;_Jean Ellis for choreography, assisted 

These victories bring us clear of Robert Hayes and James Black with 

' ;„ 0 _table. If we scenery and special properties. The 

present players until costumes which added greatly to the 
we will finish spectacle of the show, were all de¬ 
signed and made by the members of 
the cast themselves. 

At all the five shows that were 
given there was a full house and on 
the final night all female members of 
the cast were presented with bouquets 
The hockey team has maintained by Robert Hayes, and a nice surprise 
diesel its very good record in winning both f or Walker Booth when the cast pre- 
: ones matches played this month. sented him with a gift of a cigarette 

evolu- Results:— S.B. Staff 2, C.-in-C. lighter, with the added words “For 
iction. Staff 1; S.B. Staff 2, H.M.S. looking aftcr us during the past three- 

and-a-half months." 


H.M. Ships Arrive 
at Portsmouth 


CL A SSIF1EDS 
page 16 
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CALENDAR 

Horley Branch 

Jan. 5.—Annual General Meeting. 
Jan. 12.—Dance. 

Feb. 9.—Dance. 

Mar. 9.—Dance. 

Dorking Branch 

Jan. 5.—Children's Party. 

Jan. 10.—Annual General Meeting. 
Jan. 25.—Annual Dinner. 

Havant Branch 

Jan. 8.—Annual General Meeting. 


Letter to the Editor 

Dear Editor, 

I was interested in the Points from 
Readers' Letters in the October issue. 
1 joined H.M.S. Powerful at Devon- 
port in 1915.. There were a few boys 
from Warspite who also joined her. 
1 remember, too, the old Impregnable, 
moored at Devonport as well. 

1 still have my parchments—the ink 
is nearly brown now. 

There is an interesting item I should 
like to write here. In 1938 my young 
brother was being discharged from 
Red Hill Hospital, Edgware, and 
whilst 1 was waiting for him I sat on 
a seat which was beautifully made. 
1 read on the brass plate attached to 
the back of the seat these words: 
"This seat is made from the timbers 
of H.M.S. Powerful." 

Yes, sir, those WERE the days. 
Yours faithfully, 

Wm. J. Walker. 


HORLEY 

A VERY successful dance was held at 
the Constitution Hall on Saturday, 
December 15, and all who attended 
enjoyed themselves thoroughly in spite 
of the bad weather. One result of the 
dance was that we were able to send 
£10 to the Lord Mayor of London's 
Hungarian Relief Fund. 

WEST BROMWICH 

THE PAST month has been a very 
busy and very happy one. Our activi¬ 
ties included socials, a very outstand¬ 
ing Christmas dance, and of course the 
usual children's Christmas party, when 
Santa paid a visit in the person of 
Shipmate E. Bowen. All the children 
received parcels and sweets and fruits, 
and were entertained by ’“Stan"—a 
real live magician. 

The Christmas of 1956 was a memor¬ 
able one for us because we launched 
our building fund so that one day we 
can have our own club built. 

We thank everpone for their sup 
port in the past year, and look forward 
to 1957 with confidence. 


The Editor and Staff thank all 
those who sent Christmas 
Cards and Greetings. The Edi¬ 
tor is also grateful to all Associ¬ 
ation contributors who have 
sent in their copy so regularly. 
The reports have been full of 
interest, and every endeavour 
will be made by the Editor to 
maintain the high standard of 
these pages. 


THE 

ROYAL NAVAL 
ASSOCIATION 


INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 
Patron: H.H. The Queen 


DECEMBER IS always a hectic 
month at Pitt Street and we started 
off in grand style on Friday, 7th, 
with our nineteenth annual dinner and 
dance at the Empress Ballroom. Once 
again it was a full house, 308 mem¬ 
bers and guests attended. This year 
the emphasis was on the "Joint 
Council of Ex-Service Associations,” 
Brigadier J. C. Fricdberger, the pre¬ 
sident of the Council being our 
principal guest. 

Before proposing the Loyal Toast 
our president. Capt. G. C. Colville, 
C.B.E., R.N., read a telegram from 
Her Majesty The Queen acknowledg¬ 
ing our message of loyal duty and 
wishing us a successful evening. 

Responding to the toast of the 
“Royal Naval Association" the chair¬ 
man, Mr. L. Bray, a founder member 
of Portsmouth Branch, gave a brief 
survey of the growth from its early 
days. Struggling along with some forty 
odd members, until today when we 
are probably the largest unit in the 
U.K. with over 1,000 members. Firmly 
established, no financial worries and 
comfortably housed in a club head¬ 
quarters which arc the envy of all 
our visitors. 


PORTSMOUTH 

The chairman said we often hear 
the cry for the good old days but he 
for one was quite content with the 
comfort and security of the modern 
age providing the spirit of the good 
old days remained, and there was no 
evidence that any of this was lacking 
at Portsmouth. Progress is the key¬ 
note at Pitt Street and no sooner is 
one scheme for improvement launched 
than another takes its place on the 
drawing board. 

Guests Welcomed 

The guests were welcomed by the 
vice-president, Lieut. S. S. Noble, 
R.N., and he singled out for special 
mention Mr. J. Damp (E.E.M. Dock¬ 
yard), Mr. B. J. Vickers (S.C.E. Dock¬ 
yard) and Lieut.-Cdr. Duggan, 
Admiralty Liaison Officer for R.N. 
Association, all of whom had been 
especially helpful in various ways 
during the year. Representatives of 
Fareham, Havant, Gosport, I.O.W. 
and Chichester Branches and a 
number of kindred Associations were 
also included in the toast to “Our 
Guests.” 

“Absent Shipmates" were rc- 


[Photo: Kenneth Pratt Lid.. Portsmouth 


membered by the club secretary, Mr. 
C. E. Newman. 

The next headache for the com¬ 
mittee is the children’s party. Having 
run into a snag in finding a suitable 
size hall this year we have had to 
arrange this on two dates at Pitt 
Street. The threes to eights on Decem¬ 
ber 22 and nines to twelves on Decem¬ 
ber 29, 150 on each day. With the 
Christmas festivities sandwiched -in be¬ 
tween it looks as if we arc in for a busy 
time, but everything is laid on and we 
can cope. 

The Branch Theatre Group added 
to its laurels when they travelled to 
Purbrook to produce their latest 
success “Eastern Fantasy" at a special 
performance in aid of the Hungarian 
Relief Fund. Principally concerned 
in making the arrangements for this 
were Mr. and Mrs. Haines and their 
efforts were very well rewarded. 

Before the tumult and shouting of 
December has died away we shall be 
in the throes of the annual general 
meeting and the election of officers 
for 1957. Perhaps this would be an 
appropriate moment to say “Thank 
you for a job well done" to those 
whose turn it is to step down. 


HAVANT 

THE LAST meeting of the year for 
Havant Branch was held on Decem¬ 
ber 4 and the hon. treasurer was able 
to report that their paid-up member¬ 
ship for 1956 had been fifty-two. At 
the same meeting the maintenance 
officer of H.M. Underwater Craft and 
Weapons Establishment and the vice- 
chairman of the local urban district 
council were elected to become asso¬ 
ciate members of their branch. 


A.M.P. SOCIETY 

THE LARGEST BRITISH MUTUAL LIFE OFFICE 

LOW PREMIUMS - GOOD BONUSES 
LIBERAL CONDITIONS 

Naval Personnel normally accepted with War and Service risks covered 

AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY 

Head Office for the UNITED KINGDOM : 

73-76 KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 

Telephone: Mansion House 6823 


All at the meeting were very sorry 
to hear their hon. treasurer announce 
that he would be unable to stand for 
re-election to that appointment during 
1957 although he would remain an 
active member of the branch. 

The guests from Havant, who 
attended the Portsmouth Branch 
Annual Dinner on December 7, 
reported that they were received with 
great hospitality and had a most 
enjoyable time. 

DURHAM 

SINCE THE publication of our 
branch notes in November we have 
put in a good representation at the 
B.L. parade on Remembrance Day 
in our cathedral and have now got 
our standard which will be dedicated 
on Sunday, May 26. 

We also hit a new high-light in 
the running of our first buffet-dance 
on December 14. This was an un¬ 
qualified success; free transport even 
being laid on to take the “Mess Deck 
Dodgers” home. Members were slow 
to back this new venture but we are 
willing to bet that we will be in¬ 
undated for tickets when next we run 
a similar function! 

•No need for me to state that the 
Christmas “Stag” party in the Dun 


Cow went off well. It's wonderful 
what you can do when you have the 
“ackers.” The “big eats" and prizes 
were provided by Mrs. Steel—our 
hostess at the Dun Cow. We are 
sorry to report that our popular 
president, Rear-Admiral Hutton, was 
“adrift" and is now in “Jimmy's” 
report. 

In January we have an invitation 
to visit the Durham Light Infantry- 
Association in our local drill hall 
and we are assured of a good time 
from the members of the County 
Regiment. 

Our late president, Cdr. Tom 
Crease, R.N.. is now mine host of 
a pub on our coast and there's al¬ 
ready a “buzz” going around the 
mess deck of H.M.S. Dun Cow that 
an outing is to be arranged to pay 
him a visit. We have already had our 
advance party out and we hear that 
the “Wallop" and “scran" is the 
“goods.” So look out for boarding 
parties. 

1 am happy to say that new mem¬ 
bers still keep rolling along and it 
is most gratifying to hear their praise 
of our chummy branch. Comrade¬ 
ship is our watchword with informa¬ 
lity an overriding factor in the con¬ 
duct of our meetings. 


TORBAY 

THE TORBAY Branch wishes all 
shipmates a Happy New Year and 
looks forward with pleasure to meet¬ 
ing old and new friends at the Sefton 
Hotel, Babbacombe Headquarters. A 
special welcome to shipmates visiting 
Torquay during the summer holidays 
is extended. 

The past year has been one of con¬ 
siderable activity, culminating in the 
presentation of the film “The Battle 
of the River Plate” in Torquay, at 
which the branch was invited to a 
special performance to mark the 
occasion. 

The previous month the Festival of 
Remembrance was held in the Town 
Hall, Torquay, the service being con¬ 
ducted by the Reverend Anthony 
Rouse. Vicar of St. John's, Torquay. 
The ceremony was extremely impres- . 
sive, perhaps activated by the events 
which were happening in the world 
around us. and the address which fol¬ 
lowed appealed to every cx-Service- 
man present in a most unusual 
manner. Rev. Rouse has generously 
supplied a copy of the address, and I 
thought you might like to have it 
reproduced, as follows: — 

FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE 

Thursday, November 8, 1956. 

“If I should die, think only this of me: 

That there's some corner of a 
foreign field 

That is for ever England. There 
shall be 

In that rich earth a richer dust con¬ 
cealed; 

A dust whom England bore, shaped, 
made aware. 

Gave, once, her (lowers to love, her 
ways to roam, 

body of England's, breathing 
English air, 

Washed by the rivers, blest by suns 
of home. 

And think, this heart, all evil shed 
away, 

A pulse in the eternal mind, no less 
Gives somewhere back the thoughts 
by England given; 

Her sights and sounds; dreams happy 
as her day; 

And laughter, learnt of friends: and 
gentleness, 

In hearts at peace, under an English 
heaven.” 

So wrote a young soldier, Rupert 
Brooke, in 1914. 

Therefore tonight for a few minutes 
I am going to talk about England, and 
I make no apology for doing so. 

We arc here to remember with 
thanksgiving,thousands and thousands 
of men, and women too. who died in 
two world wars for England. We do 
not want to be "Colonel Blimps" but 
because of the sacrifice that they have 
made, and please God, not in vain, we 
must recapture a greater sense of 
patriotism. It is our duty because of 
their sacrifice, to love our country and 
to be proud of our country; the 
England for whom they died. 

And not only for those who died. 
Tonight, as you and 1 are here, there 
are thousands who still suffer through 
war. Those with broken limbs, broken 
hearts and broken homes. Those who 
have lost their sight, their reason or 
their faith through the tragedy of war. 

In this country today, unbelievable 
but true, there arc people who would 
exchange the Cross of Christ for the 
Hammer and Sickle, therefore, the 
events of the last few days have surely 
made all of us alert that the agony 
and suffering of Hungary and her 
people could indeed happen here. The 
blood in the streets of Hungary could 
be blood in the streets of Torquay, if 
it had not been for those who died 
that we might live in Freedom, which 
we so often take for granted. . . 

So when our country is in a crisis, 
it is our duty to work together, to 
stand together as a family, irrespective 
of denomination or politics, and I do 
not mind saying from this platform 
that I wholeheartedly agree with what 
the Bishop of Exeter said in his 
Charge at the Diocesan Conference 
with regard to the leadership at this 
time of Sir Anthony Eden. 

Behind me is the Union lack. Just 
look at that flag and you will see that 
it is founded upon the Cross. 
England's true destiny is a Christian 
England, and as you look at the flag 
of our land, and as you think of the 
sacrifice that has been and is still being 
made for our freedom, let us pray for 
our Queen and our Leaders, and those 
who still serve on the sea. on the land 
and in the air, and as we com¬ 
memorate with love those Known to 
us or unknown, we will sum up our 
thoughts in the words of William 
Shakespeare:— 

“This Earth, this Realm, this 
England—we highly dedicate, Oh 
Lord to Thee.” 





Command News —continued 


R.N.A.S. BRAMCOTE 


BRIGHTON AND HOVE 


H.M.S, DRYAD 


THE YEAR 1956 has drawn to a 
close, and looking back over a very 
crowded winter term it is more than a 
little difficult to pick out, from the 
many, those high-lights that are par¬ 
ticularly worthy of note. The sporting 
activities have covered a great deal of 
the term diary, and in most fields 
H.M.S. Dryad can feel some glow of 
satisfaction. Of particular worth are 
the rugger results, where the ship’s 
team has been beaten only once and 
has secured a position as head of the 
Command “B" League. In association 
football the season has started in the 
most successful 
Dryad were promoted to the U.S. 
League, Division I, four years ago. 
The points gained to date are 16. In 
other realms. ' 
squash, golf, boxing and rifle shooting, 
the results all reflect the good team 
spirit and the great interest that the 
ship's company has taken. 


The March Past 


DECEMBER 2 10 years ago marked march past was taken by the Mayor of 

a great occasion in naval history, as Nuneaton, Councillor H. Deeming, 

the White Ensign was hoisted for the and the Chairman of Rugby Rural 

wav cinn» h m s i first 'imc at what was to be the Royal Council, Councillor N. Ashman. As 

way since h.m. 3 . | Nava i A j r station, Bramcote, or the guard of honour passed the salut- 

H.M.S. Gamecock. For reasons far ing base so the resident R.N.V.R. 

above the knowledge of the day-to-day squadron, led by Attacker aircraft, 

, „ „„„ 1 sailor or airman the Royal Air Force followed by A./S. Avenger aircraft, 

such as. cross-country, j were t0 , eave what had been one of flew overhead. 

their most modern and luxurious pre- During the past 10 formative years 
war stations and the Navy were taking Bramcote has developed a personality 

over. Lancasters and Mosquito aircraft of its own. formed by the many 

gave way to Sea Furies and Corsairs as thousands of trainees who started their 

As in the years gone by, H.M.S. the “new owners,” led by a detach- naval careers here. The station is en- 

Dryad has not allowed the winter term m ent of Royal Marines, marched trusted with one of the most important 

to end without putting on its annual through the main gates for the official tasks in the Navy, and it is here that 

pantomime. In the programme for this handing-over ceremony. the men are taught to service the air- 

show there was a small explanatory To commemorate this past occasion craft which form the vital striking 

paragraph which told the audience Capt. F. R. Twiss, D.S.C., R.N., Com- power and protection of the modern 


\Photo: R. Bullirant, Brighton 


Branch, who joined in January, 1896, 
and is still connected with the R.N., 
he being the Administrative Officer of 


When “Old Ships” meet 
RECENTLY THE Tunbridge Wells 
Branch paid a visit to the Brighton 
and Hove Branch for a convivial 
evening. 

There two “Old Ships" met. 

The photograph shows two R.N.A. 
members who joined H.M.S. Lion in 
1896, almost together, one in January 
and the other in February. 

On the left of the photograph is W. 
Shipley of Brighton and Hove 


"modern” pantomime. It went on to Statior 
say: “We hasten to add that any re- versar; 
semblance the actors may have to any eluded 
person living or dead is but sheer Officci 
coincidence. It is also sheer coincidence (retd.), 
coupled, perhaps, with the time of year O.B.E. 
if this story bears even the slightest the es 
WELL SHIPMATES—here's hoping completed, would be the finest tn resemblance to a pantomime.” 

that you all had a good Christmas. Gosport. Our social chairman, Ship- h was as , - 

We made sure of ours by holding a mate Brown, ably assisted by social flavour of Dick Whittington and his that t! 

Christmas party on December 14, at secretary. Shipmate Hunt, provided about this story which was woven show 

our headquarters. It was the first and maintained continuous entertain- ^,7^" forme 

social function to be held in our new ment throughout the evening and a ment Qf a f acIory j n ,j, c Midlands, is sure 

hall extension and there was ample really fine_ time was enjoyed by all. Wc fin[) Dick Whittington exiled by a be per 

accommodation for all who came The ladies section is to be congra- $ steward and after many adven- The 

along to participate in the general tulated on an extremely fine job both ( _includinc a dramatic interlude were 

revelry A speech of welcome was '"'^J^O'-at.ons and t^sukequen }»^ "' b "fcks,ree^ of Marseilles Fund, 
made by the chairman. Shipmate provison of food and hot drinks. It .. jn a | us j, lr0 pical island rcspec 
T. W. Bates, who thanked in parti- was also they, who a few days pre- w h c n r e t L morc S ereotvped kind of 

cular, all who had contributed so v.ously had held a Chnstmas Bazaar " h n e £ m ^ e Tharac'=rs a c P |o be found. IT 

many valuable hours in the prepara- at headquarters which contributed to $j“ e a id 0 f aforceful ML a fairy U 

lion of the hall, decorations, equip- the much needed building fund. At ’?er hcln-rs hemakeshis name Rati, 

ment. food and liquid.refreshments, the time of going to press, arrange- aSd^e?*™ in triumSHo 

A special word of praise was given men s have been made to play a l"“ ,n .li a id UO us 

to our builder Shipmate Hill for all comic football match on Chnstmas “fand, whereshe_; giventhe arduous 

his effort which has made the hall, morning, the branch v. The White du, y °‘ straightening out tne ratner 

although not fully completed, at least Horse Inn at Bridgcmary. The Mayor complex situation that has been 

foTffie time 0 being. n A° C the ^moment! andVeTrS P^ons ofWentury life ' g|;g; 

wc arc having the heating system ceeds of a collection at the match Pamela Spalding and Jack Burden poi. 
installed and early in the New Year, will be devoted to the old folk’s-fund, filled the leading roles of Dick Whit- c'.P.Os. 
it is our intention to hold our annual Needless to say, wc are hoping for a tington and his Cat respectively. They “"“g 

dinner in our own hall. A special really bumper turn-out in support of gave a most polished performance and pd rt , r 

welcome was accorded to Alderman this worthy cause. Finally, although were ably backed up by the rest of the p.Oj.' i 
and Mrs. C. B. Osborne who have this will not be in print until after cast, who are all serving at or have 

at all times, shown great interest in Christmas, may we avail ourselves close associations with H.M.S. Dryad, w <*. 
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UNITED KINGDOM 
ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY 
A.E.R.E. HARWELL 

CAREERS for craftsmen 


LEIGH PARK HOUSE 


ment, later to be renamed the 
Admiralty Mining Establishment 
mi)vcd into this house. 

“During the early years of the war, 
it will be recalled that our ships, both 
Naval and Mercantile, together with 
the men who sailed in them, were in 
grave peril as a result of the enemy's 
persistent and effective attack upon 
our convoys in the Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean. We shall not forget, 
however, the turn of the tide in 1943 
when the determination of those en¬ 
gaged in the development of mine and 
other underwater countermeasures 
began to succeed, until, a little over 
eighteen months later, Royal Naval 
supremacy was once again attained. 
The efficiency of this wing of the 
Royal Navy, like all others, is signi¬ 
ficant when it is remembered that the 
mines designed and developed in this 
building claimed nearly 1,600 enemy 
ships, and there is no doubt that this 
establishment's contribution played a 
vital and very important role in the 
A PLAQUE, a photograph of which measures and Weapons Establishment, Battle of the Atlantic, 
appears in these columns, was un- as early as 1918 and said that he was “The City of Portsmouth and its 
veiled by The Lord Mayor of Ports- therefore very pleased to be present neighbours, one of which I am pleased 
mouth on December 4, 1956. The at the ceremony. He then invited the to see represented here today, are 
Commander - in - Chief, Portsmouth, Lord Mayor to unveil the plaque. proud to have been so closely asso- 
Admiral of the Fleet, Sir George E. In his reply the Lord Mayor said: dated with this modern section of the 
Creasy, G.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., "It is to you Capt. Chavasse and to Royal Navy, and they share with it, 
M.V.O., and some senior officers from the members of your staff that I owe the distinction and achievement of 
the Admiralty, also civil authorities the privilege of this visit to Leigh such a vital force. We are proud too, 
from Portsmouth and the Havant and Park today and the very great honour that it has formed part of the Ports- 
Waterloo Urban District Council, and of unveiling a plaque commemorating mouth Command, from the outset of 
previous captains and chief scientists the sixteen year occupation of this the war to the present day., 
of the establishment, were present. At old house by Her Majesty’s Under- "May I express once again. Sir, my 
the start of the ceremony the captain water Countermeasures and Weapons very grateful thanks for having been 
of the establishment, Capt. P. M. B. Establishment and what was achieved given the opportunity of officiating at 
Chavasse, D.S.C.*, R.N., welcomed here during the war years. this historical ceremony this morning, 

those present and invited the Com- “I think you will agree with me On behalf of the Corporation of the 
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SKILLED CRAFTSMEN are required 'or a variety of duties including the 
manufacture of prototypes and of special equipment or the maintenance 
of highly complex plant, in well-equipped workshops with up-to-date 
machine tools. 

PRECISION FITTERS AND TURNERS, 
MAINTENANCE FITTERS, 
INSTRUMENT MECHANICS (Electrical and 
Electronic) particularly required, but vacancies 
in other trades arise from time to time. 




WBAPom 
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Applications are especially invited from men in the following classes who 
are due to be released early in 1957 : 

ENGINE ROOM ARTIFICERS 
ELECTRICAL ARTIFICERS 
RADIO ELECTRICAL ARTIFICERS 
ORDNANCE ARTIFICERS 
RADIO ELECTRICIANS 
ELECTRICAL/MECHANICAL 

MECHANICIANS 


Housing accommodation is normally available in six to twelve months 
for married men normally living outside A.E.R.E. transport area. Lodging 
allowance payable for married men separated from families whilst waiting 
for housing accommodation. Repayable loans available for removal ex¬ 
penses. Promotion opportunities. 

Applications should be sent to Industrial Recruitment Officer, A.E.R.E., 
Harwell, Didcot, Berks, or anyone requiring more information should 
send for a copy of the booklet “A Career in Atomic Energy,” which sets 
out some of the conditions of employment at Harwell. 


Ihat it is difficult to believe that Leigh City of Portsmouth, I have much pride 
Park House, set in 100 acres of park- in unveiling this plaque commemorat- 
lands, was the nerve centre of Naval ing as it does, the occupation of Leigh 
Scientific research in the. development. Park House by Her Majesty’s Under- 
of weapons created to combat the water Countermeasures and Weapons 
enemy at sea during World War II. Establishment-from 1940-1956.” 















14 


NAVY NEWS 


January. 1957 


♦ 





Command News (continued) 
R.N.A.S. STRETTON 


Ship's Company Dance 
FIVE LARGE Christmas trees formed 
the topical decoration on the stage 
at Parr Hall when the Ship’s Com¬ 
pany dance was held there on De¬ 
cember 4. 

Dapcihg from 2000 to 0100 was 
held to the band of Harry Jarmin, 
the New Mayfair Ensemble and a 
Skiffle Group from Widncs. 

Over three hundred and fifty 
attended and that master of cere¬ 
monies. P.O. "Tall” Donaldson offi¬ 
ciated. A jolly good time was had by 
all—imfortunatciyf?) there were too 
many girls! 

Handicraft Exhibition 

An exhibition of handicrafts was 
held in the Schoolroom early in De¬ 
cember. 1956. and though the entries 
were not numerous, they were all of 
it very high standard. 

Capt. and Mrs. E. M. Harvey 
selected the following as the best 
three exhibits: — 

First: Model bedroom furniture for 
a doll's house by Chief Elect. 
Wilkinson. 

Second: Embroidered tablecloth by 
Writer Norris. 

Third: Pictures in marquetry by 

I. icut.-Cdr. W. Strath, R.N. 

Industry and patience, skill and 

ingenuity, artistry and craftsmanship 

R.N.A.S. FORD 

THE RUGBY team at R.N.A.S. Ford 
has. to date, had a most successful 
season, having now won the Bambara 
Trophy (H.A.C. Competition) and all 
thirteen matches have been won with 
a total score of 262 points for, and 
only fourteen against. 

On Monday, November 26, 813 
Wyvern Squadron was re-formed at 
Ford with Lieut.-Cdr. R. W. Halliday, 
D.S.C.. in command. This squadron, 
which has a war record second to 
none, is due to embark in a carrier 
some time in 1957. 

II. M.S. NEPTUNE 

At the end of July H.M.S. Ben 
Lomond was substituted for. H.MS. 
Diadem in the Headquarters Group. 
The main office organisation and the 


were very much in evidence in the 
work submitted, and all competitors 
are to be congratulated on their fine 
efforts. 

Pantomime 

A jaunty in real life may be the 
kindest of men but on the stage he 
is always the devil incarnate. And 
Pincher Martin, playing the joss-man 
in this year's highly successful panto¬ 
mime at Stretton was quite the most 
demoncst of demon kings. So much 
so that a fairy queen, a ballet dancer, 
a skiffle band, eight members of the 
station ladies' rugby team and 
numerous peculiar lower deck charac¬ 
ters were hard put to it to keep him 
in check 

This colourful show, “A l.ad in 
the Fleet Air Arm" written and pro¬ 
duced by Lieut. (E.) C. L. Martin, 
R.N. (from Wallasey), in collabora¬ 
tion with Cd. Airman K. Jagger. 
R.N.. and superbly supported by Mr. 
Bob Cromerty. front Liverpool (a 
member of the Civil Enginecr-in- 
Chief's Department) proved to be 
one of the best ever. 

Cleverly designed costumes, spec¬ 
tacular dancing skeletons, grand sing¬ 
ing and humour without end, all 
blended into a tip top show which 
moved with sizzling speed and deligh 
ted packed houses. 

majority of accommodation is now in 
Duncansbyhead with. Ben Lomond 
berthed outside her as overflow 
accommodation ship. Diadem was 
towed to Portsmouth at the end of 
August for relit prior to service in the 
Pakistan Navy. 

For the first time since 1954. the 
Reserve Fleet contributed to the 
Chatham Navy Days' programme in 
August. The shipwright staff, using 
mostly waste products at the dockyard 
joiners' shops, converted one of Hart-, 
land Point's R.C.l.s. into a Chinese 
pirate junk and a volunteer crew was 
suitably dressed, equipped and trained 
by Lieut. T. P. George. Although the 
junk, after several realistic encounters 
with H.M. Ships in the basin during 
the Navy Day weekend was almost in 
a sinking condition at the end, the 
show she put up was a great success 
and was given publicity by the ''Illus¬ 
trated London News." 


THE ROYAL SAILORS* HOME CLUB 

QUEEN STREET. PORTSMOUTH 


DANCES 


Club Dances are held monthly at the Club—see posters displayed in 
| ship and establishments for time and date. Price of Admission 2/- 
A RE ALLY FIRST-CLASS EVENING 

| Dances for small ships are catered for, and terms for these can be obtained 
i from the SECRETARY-MANAGER. Tel. Portsmouth 70281 or 70282 


CJC 


DEVELOPMENTS 

_ (PORTSMOUTH) 


LTD 


Careers in Engineering Company for ex-Royal 
Navy skilled craftsmen as Fitters, Turners, 
Milling machinists, etc. Good working con¬ 
ditions and rates of pay in new factory. 

Apply Personnel Officer — 

CJC DEVELOPMENTS (Portsmouth) LTD. 

Fitzherbert Road, Farlington, PORTSMOUTH 


R.N.A.S. ARBROATH 

Death of Capt. R. R. Shorfo, D.S.C.. 

R.N. 

EVERYONE was extremely sorry to 
hear of Capt. Shorto's death. This 
happened in Naples where he was 
attending a N.A.T.O. Defence College 
Course. 

Capt. Shorto was relieved in May 
this year by Capt. Porter and had been 
Commanding Officer of H.M.S. Con¬ 
dor from January, 1954, till that time. 

Of his death Provost J. K. Moir of 
Arbroath said, “I was greatly distres¬ 
sed to hear of Capt. Shorto's passing. 
During the period he was in Condor 
he did much to cement the friendship 
existing between the burgh of Arbroath 
and the Naval Air Station.” 

Farewell Visit 

On Thursday, November 22, H.M.S. 
Condor had a farewell visit from Rear- 
Admiral R. L. Fisher, O.B.E.. D.S.O., 
D.S.C., Flag Officer Ground Training. 
He made .a farewell speech to the 
ship's company on the parade ground, 
then took the salute at the march past. 
In the evening he was dined in the 
wardroom. 

Church News 

Work is being carried out on St. 
Christopher's Church of England 
Chapel in H.M.S. Condor which is 
being extended eastwards by twenty 
feet to accommodate a larger congre¬ 
gation. Alterations are being carried 
out whereby the choir will be accom 
moduted near the altar which will be 
in a recess below the stained glass win¬ 
dow depicting Christ walking on the 
sea. Teak panelling from St. Michael's 
Church, Donibristle, is being used. 

New pews of cypress spruce and 
new choir stalls arc being made at 
Rosyth Dockyard and there will be 
new lighting and heating systems. 
There will also be a new pulpit which 
is being made locally. 

All going well the church will be 
ready for use at the beginning of next 
term 

Sunday School 

Over fifty children attend in a hut 
adjoining St. Christopher's Chapel and 
the work of supervision is carried on 
by Mrs. J. E. Dyer-Smith, assisted by 
her sixteen-ycar-old daughter, and 
Wrens Chccseman and Whitfield. A 
special bus is run from the married 
quarters for children attending Sunday 
Schools in the camp. 

A Christmas party for the children 
attending Sunday Schools in H.M.S. 
Condor was held on Wednesday. 
December 12. 

Change of l irst Officer W.R.N.S. 
After fifteen months in H.M.S. 
Condor. First Officer M. Talbot was 
relieved on December 1 by First 
Officer J. S. Rac. 

First Officer Talbot's next appoint¬ 
ment will be at Burghfield near 
Reading. Berks. 

First Officer Rae is a native of 
Collieston, Aberdeenshire, and her 
previous appointment was at Burgh 
field. 

Naval Wedding 

On Saturday, November 17. Wren 
V. Woodman was-married in Knox's 
Church, Arbroath. The bridegroom 
was Cook R. Paterson and the Rev. J 
Reid officiated. 

Christmas Pudding Ceremony 

This was carried out by Capt. and 
Mrs. W. L. G. Porter on Wednesday 
November 21. The ceremony was held 
in the galley. Carley raft paddles were 
used for the stirring, and sterilised 
silver threepenny bits to the value of 
£2 were added. Also in the mixture 
were twelve bottles of stout and four 
pints of rum. 

Commissioned Stores Officer Nor¬ 
folk and Chief Cook Johnston pro 
duced the recipe for this gigantic 
pudding as follows: 20 lbs. sultanas, 
20 lbs. currants, 12 lbs. raisins. 5 lbs. 
mixed peel, 10 lbs. prunes, 10 lbs. 
ground almonds, 2 lbs. spice, 10 grape 
fruit, 20 lemons, 10 lbs. flour, 10 lbs 
sugar. 20 lbs. breadcrumbs, 10 lbs 
suet. 4 dozen eggs and 20 tins of milk 
After one hour's stirring, the pud¬ 
dings were cooked for ten hours then 
left to mature. Another two hours 
cooking will be needed before they are 
ready for serving. 

Foretaste of Winter 
A Wolseley 12 driven by -C-.P.0 
Jeffrey Williams skidded and over¬ 
turned into a ditch on the morning 
of Tuesday, November 27. Other pas¬ 
sengers were C.P.Os. Donald McKay, 
George Low and Peter Vella. All were 
on their way from Dundee to H.M.S. 
Condor. Luckily no one was seriously 
injured although the car sustained con¬ 
siderable damage. 

On this morning the roads were par¬ 
ticularly dangerous due to ice and 
several other accidents took place on 
the same stretch of road. 


R.N.A.S. CULDROSE 


Father Christmas 
THE CHILDRENS’ Christmas party 
was held on Saturday, December 8, 
in the gymnasium. About three 
hundred and fifty children were 
present. A few may have been slightly 
disillusioned to sec Father Christmas 
trudging up the road to the gym 
instead of arriving out of the blue. 

The petrol shortage caused Santa 
to cancel his proposed descent by 
helicopter. 

The children got their presents just 
the same, so it's a matter for con¬ 
jecture that they cared that Santa 
had to wear out precious boot 
leather. 

Wrens at the station played a large 
part in preparing the high tea in the 
canteen, where men, dressed as pirates 
and cowboys, ushered in the children. 

The Pantomime Season 

The Culdrose Theatre Group gave 
three performances of “Cinderella” 
during the early part of December. 


Nearly eight hundred children 
from local schools were able to 
witness the opening show and it 
really was a case of “standing room 
only.” In spite of the fact that many 
of the children were bobbing up and 
down in iin effort to see the show 
over the heads of those nearer the 
front, they really enjoyed the colour¬ 
ful performance and let themselves 
go when asked to join in singing 
carols and other songs. 

Buttons was popular with the child¬ 
ren and was played by. Bill Smalc. 
This was Smale's third year in pan¬ 
tomime at Culdrose. Barrie Sattcrlcy 
was the villain of the piece and 
Cinders was played by Judith 
Hamlctt. 

Other roles were played by Cheri 
Bicklcy, Jane Richards, Jane Hardy, 
Jean Marples, Adrian Hewlett, Anrie 
Mumby. Sue Hurst, Kim Clitheroe, 
Robert Head and Dale Bowen. The 
show was produced by Fred Mc- 
Ewing 


Condor Amateur Dramatic Society 

The play “On Monday Next” by 
Philip King was presented by the Con¬ 
dor Amateur Dramatic Society on the 
evenings of December 6 and 7 under 
the direction of Lieut. John Calder- 
wood. This was splendid entertainment 
and is the story of a repertory com¬ 
pany rehearsing against time for its 
next production under the directions 
of a voluble, volatile and bullying 
producer, Harry Blacker, played by 
Lieut. Bates. Amongst other inter¬ 
ferences there are intrusions at awk¬ 
ward moments by the author of the 
play played by Lieut. Prince. 

Wren Leighton plays Maud Barron, 
an elderly actress who keeps a motherly 
eye on the remainder of the cast. 


C.P.O. Perret and L./Wren Shirley 
Chccseman as. husband and wife have 
the leading parts in this play within 
a play and Sheila Glass, the daughter 
of Surg.-Cdr. Glass has the role of 
Daphne Wray, a gay actress. Lieut. 
Coleman is the old stage carpenter 
called George who switches off lights 
at unfortunate times, nearly causing 
the death of the producer, and Sub- 
Lieut. Cawthorne is Jackson Harley 
who is the stage manager. P.O. Fogertv 
has the role of Jerry Winterton. Wren 
Pauline Carr is Avis Clare and Wren 
Barbara Johnson is Mary Manners. 

The stage manager was Inst.-Lieut.- 
Cdr. Crossman assisted by Inst.-Lieut. 
Young and the set was built under the 
direction of Chief Shpt. Woods. 

(Continued on column 3. page 16) 
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Considerable difficulties have been 
experienced by the Home Air Com¬ 
mand Rugby Union selectors in get¬ 
ting the best team together. The 
problems of travel in our scattered 

ASSOCIATION away goal from Stretton score* by 
FOOTBALL ^r/^Td "fiT been lot 

Home Air Command v. Southampton ™g 0 o d move'was^poiltljy'the players Jlffne ^ ^ 

F * c# XI losing their feet at the crucial aranin 8- 

AS PART of our endeavour to build moment; it was also evident that the In the game against U.S. rorts- 
up a strong Air Command team for nervous tension of a “big match” was ?] oul “ (December 5), although the ! 
the Inter-Command Cup series in the telling on the players. As the first half A [ r Command XV were beaten j 

New Year, the Command Soccer progressed the tempo of the game 3, their game belied the score. I 
team travelled to the “Dell ” South- inevitably slowed, but before half- Clearly, U.S. Portsmouth benefited 
ampton, on Tuesday, December 4, time both teams scored again—P.O. ' r ° m 'heir previous matches together 
for a friendly match against a South- Moverly for Stretton, N.A. Wheeler whereas so many Home Air Com- 
ampton F.C. XI, which had been and E.M.A. Brown for Culdrose. P 13 ™ 1 . Players met for the first time 
arranged largely as a game for ex- Half-time score—C u 1 d r o s e three, ln t * 1 > s game. 

perimental purposes. Stretton two. On December 12, Home Air Com- 

The Command side was consider- The second ha if again saw Culd- mand played Devonport Services', 
ably weakened by the absence of four rosc car ] y jn but with the and better results were obtained in 

Home Air Command players—P.O. stretton goal in constant danger, ,his 8 ame - The final score of 11—0 
Lewis (right back), N.A. Hasty S p Icndid goalkeeping by P.O. Cairns d ° wn might easily have been much 
(centre forward) and N.A Smith saved many an awky;ard situation, reduced. 

(left half), who were released to play stretton fought back hard and with Looking back on the past few 
for the Royal Navy on the following | rem endous encouragement from their months’ activities it has been satisfy- 
day, and L.S.A. Bridgewater, who S p eC ( a tors they slowly managed to ing to note how the spoils of the 
was unable to play owing to injury; turn t jj e tide. Their efforts were well major competitions have been shared 
Ihus, wc took the field with an un- rewarded by two further goals from out: — 

tried defence. L.E.M. Parker and N.A. Elliott. Culdrose won the hockey, 

o . n#c c,.™ i 7 ird Final score—Stretton five, Culdrose Ford won the rugby, 

saints store rim three. Stretton won the soccer. 

?To^“i nd :.. a . S . Congratulations to R.N.A.S. Stret- and Daedalus are through to the 

semi-finals of the Navy Cup Soccer. 
To look ahead. U is to be hoped 


HOME AIR COMMAND 


more polished team who, with neat 
short, passes split the Command 
defence on numerous occasions; no 
surprise therefore when, in the tenth 
minute, a bad mistake permitted the 
Southampton centre forward to gather 
the ball in his stride and drive it low 
into the corner of the net. 

Excellent goalkecping by P.O. 
Cairns saved the Command on 
numerous occasions and.' although the 
Southampton forwards were rather 
erratic at times in front of the goal, 
their moves were always dangerous. 
The Command team was never im¬ 
pressive at this stage and, just before 
half-time, the Southampton centre 
forward scored again. Half-time 
score 2—0 

Team Changes 

In the second half, positional 
changes effected an improvement. 
L.RE.M. Gilholmc was switched 


that refreshed by Christmas leave and 
with all digestive troubles astern. Air 
Command personnel arc by now well 
under way in their training for the 
further coming activities which are, 
due to be held before Easter leave: — 
Basket-ball (Knock-Out) Competi¬ 
tion. 

Cross-Country Championships. 

Open Boxing (Team) Champion¬ 
ships. 

Squash Championships, 
and Royal Tournament (Fencing) 
Competitions. 

Of which details arc given in 
H.A.C.S.I. and reports will follow in 
Navy News. 

RUGBY FOOTBALL 

THE TEAM selector for the Navy 
XV, Capt. R. V. Brockman, R.N.. has 
been fortunate this season in that the 
emergency has affected very few 
players and the majority of last year's 
iy. | Twickenham side are again available. 
;h. On 'he other hand, he has been much 
_j beset by injuries and the two Scottish 
' Inst.-Lieut.-Cdr. Mc- 


Your Rizla rolling machine will give 

you special advantages over other smokers 
—choice of cigarette tobacco, choice 
of size, certainly of pleasure. 
It’s the smart thing now to— 


HOCKEY 


For only 9{d. start *, choice ’ smoking today 
with a RIZLA Rolling Machine, 

Cigarette Papers and Filter Tips^"-''^ 


Hants "A' 

In other matches, the Home Air I emergency 
Command team were beaten 4—2 by !_. , . 

Dorset at Poole Park on Wednesda; *" " 

November 28, but on Thursday, 29tl 
achieved a comfortable win by 3—. . 
against Havant. The final and best internationals. 

game of the week was played against Benzie, RCfs — ..— 

Portsmouth Command, on Saturday, valentine, together with two England 
December 1, when, in a hard and ,r ! a ‘ centres, Lieut. Pearcy and Inst.- 
well fought match, at H.M.S. St. H? ul - Hodgson, have all been on the 
Vincent, the Air Command won by injured list for some time. On the 

other hand, Lieut.-Cdr. Denis Wilkins 
has made a welcome return from 
Inter Establishment Knock-Out Australia, where he has been serving 
~ in an exchange flying appointment for 

three years, and is rapidly returning 
to the form which made him a 
permanent member of the England 
side for three years. 

...... ........ .„ Other players who have caught the 

unable to field their full First *** ,his season are Lieut. Mainwaring. 

m _ R.M., who was in the first Welsh trial, 
Sub.-Licut. Clements, R.N.V.R.. who 
, is in the second England trial, and 
Officer Cadet Waddell. R.M., who was 
as in the first Scottish trial. 

The Navy XV plaved Devon on 
Saturday, December 8 , and lost by 
three points to nine. This was not a 
bad result as Devon, who were only 
.beaten by Middlesex in the County 
Ariel have final last year, have played together 


L.E.M. Harrison was brought in at 
right back and R.E.M. Bodkin and 
A.A.2 Goodwin changed position on 
the wings, all of which produced a 
more balanced attack, and thus, 
brought the Command more into the 
picture. Within five minutes of the 
second half A.A.2 Goodwin at out¬ 
side left very neatly deceived the 
Southampton defence to send a long 
powerful drive towards the South¬ 
ampton goal. This was partially _ q 

blocked by the goalkeeper only to 
see it fall at the feet of P.O. Barnes 
(inside right) who, with a first time K-rN ' 
shot, scored a brilliant goal. Competition 

R.E.M. Bodkin was much more In the second round of the R.N. 
impressive on the right wing and. Knock-Out Competition H.M.S. Ariel 
with neat tactical moves, he was and R.N.A.S. Ford were both success- 
often a danger. He was well backed ful in their matches. R.N.A.S. Culd- 
up by R.E.M. Baylcy (right half), who rose who had to travel to Chatham 
worked tirelessly throughout the ful! were ur.'bL ‘.c f.c'.i the'.: f ” T7 ’ — 
ninety minutes. Eleven team due to serv 

Five minutes before the end South- mitmertts. 
ampton scored again and, so, at the Results of Home Air ( 
final whistle, the score was 3—1. This teams in the 2nd round 
was not an outstanding game but of follows: — 
great value t? the selectors and wc Ariel. , v Excc llent. 0 

much appreciate the help of Mr. Ford 3 v Vernon 0 

E. T. Bates (the Southampton F.C. R N .’ B . Chatham. 2 v. Culdrose. 1 

manager) in arranging it. Raleigh, 2 v. Yeovilton. 1 

Future Fixtures ,1" ' h ' fi" arle r «"■!*. " ' . ...... , — , w-i- «,««« , 

Our next Home Air Command & Tf^r ex'tra fime Iht tCTS. seasons and are . a s,ron e side - 

match is versus Peeasus. at Oxford , V oraw a " er extra time, me The Navy pack was in quite good 

sHtj- si's 

assjKsrwas giga&sB&sr&s. ar — - - ■** 

after, matches have been arranged The next Navy game is against the 

with Poole F.C. and Southall F.C. DirrilV Civil Service on Thursday, January 

and, possibly, Salisbury F.C. nllvOI 10, and an experiment is being made 

N.A. Hasty leaves the Command T . _ . , this season of playing this match at 

for Malta early in the New Year. His ,he Bambara lro P hy Bath, where the attendance of a large 

tremendous thrust in the centre will Starting with zonal games and after number of Naval officers and civil 
be sorely missed by both the R.N. three rounds of inter-station rugby servants from the Admiralty is hoped 
and Home Air Command teams; we R.N.A.S. Anthorn and R.N.A.S. Ford for. The Navy expect to be at full 
shall also miss "Paddy" as a person- met at Stretton in the final of the strength for this match and there is 
ality off the field of play and our Air C o imn and Rugby (Bambara reason to believe that the Navy XV 
good wishes go with him. Trophy) Competition on December a t Twickenham this year will be an 

10, 1956. above average side, 

command Cup-Final Tie Conditions for the game were good, The dates of the Inter-Service 

The final of the Air Command Cup and, although Ford were at first con- matches are February 9, against the 
competition was played in a' high sidered the favourites Anthorn put up Royal Air Force, and March 2. 
wind and rain at Manor Way ground, such a determined attack that the against the Army. Both games will be 
Lee-on-Solent, on Wednesday, De- winning team was in doubt until the p i ayed at Twickenham, 
comber 12, between R.N.A.S. Culd- end, Perhaps Anthorn were a little 

rose (winners 1955/56) and R.N.A.S. too excited? The standard of play W'AfTTlVf’ 

Stretton. was not high but what was lacking in omiiinu 

In an extremely hard fought battle, skill and tactics was certainly made .<• ma i at th j. ..'me of the vear 
the bhll constantly moved from goal up in thrust and drive. Mechanician . , “ sa jjj n „’> undertaken V has 

to goal with first Culdrose on the Russell (Anthorn) led the better pack ^n in the lSs oFSus yacht 
attack and then Stretton. In the early of forwards although Ford certamly Two happy occasions for ffie 

minutes of the game Culdrose went had the better three-quarter line. „ ... Command Sailing Associa- 

ahead with a brilliantly taken goal The game was decided by penalties, - h b reported" however 

by Inst.-Lieut. Robinson at inside Ford converted two (six pqints) and 110n have to be - reported, nowever, 
right, followed shortly by a break- Anthorn one (three points). (Continued on page 16) 
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Classified Advertisements 


HOUSES FOR SALE 

OO you dcsir * house ownership? Why pay exces¬ 
sive rent? House purchase with endowment 
assurance with reduced premiums by naval 
allotment ensures security tor the future; 90 per 
cent, to 100 per cent, loans advanced.—Write 
for full particulars without obligation to S. V. 
Norris. "Gwcnlyn." Bcechwood Avenue. 
Watcrloovillc. Hants. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

DRIVER. ex-R.N. or R.A.F.. wanted for driv¬ 
ing. car maintenance and miscellaneous duties, 
permanent job. Central Westminster, for con¬ 
scientious man; living accommodation might be 
provided for suitable applicant.—Box No. 33 
“Navy News.” 

HIE NATIONAL BOILER AND GENERAL 
INSURANCE CO. LTD.. St. Mary’s Parsonage. 
Manchester 3. require engineers for appointment 
as Inspecting Engineers of (a) boilers and en¬ 
gines. (b) lifts and cranes, and Cc) electrical plant. 
First-class M.O.T. Certificate of Competency 
and/or Higher National Certificate (Mechanical 
or Electrical or equivalent); full apprenticeship 
and practical experience necessary — Apply in 
own handwriting giving age (limits 26 to 33). 
training and experience, academic qualifications 
and copies of testimonials; salary £675-£ 1.000 
(progressive). Non-contributory pension scheme. 

SHIFT CHARGED AND required by Mitchells 
& Butlers Ltd.. Cape Hill Brewery. Birming¬ 
ham. for their Power Station. Must be experi¬ 
enced on Steam Plant. Generators and Switch 
Gear. Pension scheme, etc. — Apply Personnel 
Department, giving full details 


VICKERS-ARMSTRONGS 

(Engineers) LTD. CRAYFORD, KENT 

have VACANCIES fok 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERS 

low power Servo systems and/or associated | 
with some industrial experience, preferably in ! 
test equipment and appropriate degree or 
Higher National Certificate. 

ELECTRONIC TECHNICIANS 

with service experience of Radio. Radar 
and Electronic Equipment, especially Pulse 
circuitry. Theoretical training to O.N.C. or 
equivalent standard. Selected candidates will 
be given training in Testing and Adjusting 
Electronic Computors. 

Application* >houia be nmae in wiling io. 

! MANAGER. ENGINEERING DEPT. AN0 LABOUR 


SAUNDERS-ROE LIMITED are to commence TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, usual facilities; no 
a further short course of instruction in draughts- children.—3 Bcrcstord Road. North End. Ports- 
manship early in 1957. mouth. 


The object of the course is to prepare suitably 
experienced men for entry into their jig aod tool 
drawing office at East Cowes. Isle of Wight. 
Applicants should be between 20 and 28 years of 
age and free of National Service. 

An engineering apprenticeship is an essential 
qualification, and the possession of an Ordinary 
National Certificate will be an advantage. 

Those selected will receive reasonable salaries and 
enjoy full staff privileges during the training 
period. 

Assistance with accommodation may be given to 
married candidates who complete the 'course 
satisfactorily. 

Applications giving fuW details of age. previous 
experience, present salary, etc., and quoting 
ref. N.31. should be addressed to the Personnel 
Officer. Saundcrs-Roc Limited. East Cowes. 
I.O.W. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

BOOK EARLY. Norman Conquest. London 
Magic Circle (Gold Star), the children's 
favourites. Magic. Ventriloquism. Punch & Judy. 
—Oriel Dene. Catherington Lane. Horndcan. 
Phone Horndcan 2282. 

SUBMARINE SOUVENIRS wanted for 

museum. Instruments, fittings, equipment pur¬ 
chased. Anything connected U-boats wanted. — 
Summers. Red Lion. Hcnlcy-on-Thames. 

TAXIS.—Aiax. Phone 4304. 71240. 24-hour 
service,—10 Hyde Park Road (close Guildhall). 


WANTED 


SOUTHSEA. Hereford Hotel. Kent Road. A.A. 
and R.A.C. Phone 5064. Bed breakfast or board 
residence 

FULLY FURNLSHED FLATLETS, own kit¬ 
chens. Vacant any period until May. 2 gns. 
weekly. No children.—38 "Shaftesbury Road. 
South'ea (opposite Queen’s Hotel). 


COMFORTABLY FURNISHED. WATER- 
LOOVILLE. Detached house (just pre-war). 3 
bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, bathroom, kitchen; 
garage; pretty garden. 5 gns. p.w. Close shops. 
Ruses pass by.—Nesbit, above. 

D. M. NESBIT A CO.. F.A.I.. 53 London 
Road. Watcrloovillc (Phone 2531). have many 
other furnished properties available. 


FRAN CO -BRITISH SEA 
BATTLE OF THE 
PRESENT CENTURY 


FURNISHED 

ACCOMMODATION 

I>. M. NESBIT A CO.. F.A.I.- 

Chartcrcd Auctioneers and Estate Agents. 

53 LONDON ROAD. WATERLOOVILLE 
(Phone 2531). and at Portsmouth, offer: 
MODERNISED BUNGALOW. PURBROOK. 
2 bedrooms, oungc. dining-room, kitchen, bath¬ 
room; nice garden; garage; central heating; re¬ 
frigerator. washing machine; 5 gns. per week. 
Recommended. Nesbit. above. 

IMMACULATE. POST-WAR BUILT. South 
Hayling. Newly furnished, delightful position; 3 
bedrooms. bathroom. - loungc/dining-roora. 
•’dream” kitchen, garage, garden. Hayling Sta¬ 
tion I minute. Eastney Ferry approx. 1} miles. 
6 gns. p.w.—Nesbit. above (Phone Waterloovillc 

2531). 


U-BOAT Souvenirs wanted lor purchase h> 
museum; aLso Mibmarinc periscope.—Box No. 45 
"Navy News.” 

ACCOMMODATION 

TO LET. sc;I-containcd furnished flat; all con¬ 
veniences; permanent.—7 Hamilton Road. South- 
sea. 

\VELL-FURNISHED front bed-sitting-room; gas 
cooker and lire; own meter; use of bathroom; 
all facilities; naval couple preferred; homely 
house.—43 Lawrence Road. Southxca. 

TWO FURNISHED ROOMS, own kitchen, 
meter: use of bathroom, t.cwly decorated: tJ J.\. 
weekly incl. electric light: no children.—35 Wad- 
ham Road. North End. Portsmouth 
•RED ROOFS." Wilson Grove. Southsca. Com¬ 
fortable board residence. Parking space. A.A. 
listed. Phone 33738. (Open all year.) 


GALE & POLDEN LTD 

Quality Prinlinp fur the 
Services 

Your kind enquiries will receive 
immediate attention 
at 

Nelson House, Edinburgh Road 
Portsmouth 
Telephone 73271 


121 High Street. Chatham 
Telephone 3050 


Classified Advertisements may be 
placed at: 

Gale & Polden Ltd., Nelson 
House, Edinburgh Road, Ports¬ 
mouth, as well as at the Royal 
Naval Barracks. Portsmouth. 

Private Advertisements, 2d. per 
words; minimum 2 s. 

Trade Advertisements, 4d. per 
word; minimum, 4s. 

Name and address of advertiser 
must accompany each 
advertisement. 

Box Number, 9d. extra. 


The inclusion of any advertise¬ 
ment cannot be guaranteed, nor 
responsibility accepted for any 
errors or omissions. 


Solution to Crossword 
No. 27 

ACROSS.—1. Christmas luiurc. 8. Offend. Iff. 
I mend 12. Edict. 15. Ellen. 17. Oaten. IS. 
1 Glencoe. Iff. No feint. 20. Accused. 21. Ilrieade. 
I 21. Ilona 23. Erica. 2d. Spile. 27. Cutest. 2». 
! Eosttia. 31. Locksmith's trade 
I DOWN.—I. Choreoaranhic.il. 2 Ice. 3. Tide. 

4. Asti. 5. Flit. 6. Tot. 7. Endina the parade. 

I u. Film escerpt. II. Extricatina. 13. Dives deep, 

! 14. Crane bill It*. Nicosia. 17. Offside. 24, Stent. 

! 25. Inst. 26. Ells. 28. Elk. 30, Gar 


If one said lhat there had been a sea 
battle between the French and the 
British this cent'ury, one would very 
likely be told that one’s history was 
not one’s strong point 1 

It is a fact, however, or so I have 
been most reliably informed, that a 
battle was fought out between H.M. 
Armed Merchant Cruiser Mantua and 
the French barque Quillota in 1917. 

Shipmate I.en Howard, of Cheam 
and Worcester Park Branch, who 
served in the Mantua at the time, says 
that his ship met up with a square- 
rigged sailing vessel carrying 4-inch 
guns and fitted with radio in the Eastern 
Atlantic. The Captain of the Mantua 
suspected this vessel of being a dis¬ 
guised German raider and hoisted the 
international signal "What ship?” No 
reply being hoisted, the Mantua closed 
the vessel and fired a shot across her 
bows. The Shot was from a range of 
about 7,000 yards and appeared to pass 
between the masts. 

The Master of the Quillota assumed 
that he was being attacked by a Ger¬ 
man raider and instantly, and very 
gallantly, engaged the Mantua. 

The action lasted about an hour, at 
the end of which-time the Quillota was 
looking a very sorry sight, and after 
her magazine blew up the crew aban¬ 
doned ship, the Quillota eventually 
sinking. 

The Mantua closed in to pick up 
survivors. 29 in all. Imagine the fccl- 
.ings of the victors when they found 
they had not captured 29 Germans hut 
29 Breton seamen, who, it must be 
stated, accepted the situation with typi¬ 
cal Breton gallantry. 

The casualties on board the Mantua 
were live, and on the Quillota one man 
was killed. 



satellite at Mcrryfield had the honour private fuel depot after a scries of 
of greeting the First Sea Lord as he | visits during one of which a lady on 

a bicycle passed nearby. 

. Reluming to Merryfidd after a 
happy week-end and in the still and 
early hours cf the morning, he decided 
to replenish his emptying tank. 

Horrors, two cans were empty, the 
other three were missing! 

Our hero nurses the conviction that 
it was no "lady" on that bicycle. 


A.B. Bainbridge (Tuscan) on points. 

Llglil Heavy: —L./Sea. Rogerson 
(R.N.B.) beat D. Payne (Hillside), dis¬ 
qualified. 

In other recent contests the Com¬ 
mand lost to Aldershot Services bv 
two bouts to ten and beat Royal Air 
Force Wiltshire by twelve bouts to 
two. 


SPORTS (Continual from page 15) 

and were the results of Sec He.xc’s Results were: — 
exertions during the 1956 season. Bantam: —A.B. 

At the annual reunion and cocktail I 00 .'! beat Hanscon 
party of the Royal Naval Sailing points. 

Association at the "Senior" on _ Feather .—P.O. 
December 7. our Commodore, Rear- rord) beat D. Jerar 
Admiral Fisher, making his farewell second found, 
appearance in this capacity, accepted . Light Weller : 
on behalf of the association the Dryad lingwood) beat M 
Cup (Dinard race) and the Craven- points; K. _C~ 


Ness at Brixham, landing in a heli¬ 
copter by Churston Golf Course. 

The inevitable round of pre- 


Light Welter: —E.M. Nangel (Col- 
' - M. Lee (Portsca) on 

V..*,, ... iuwf ..... .... ......... K Cairns (Portsea) beat G. 

Phillips Cup (for the R.N.S.A. yacht Ncwsham (Hillside) on points; L./Sca. 
with the best racing record in 1956). Cleary (Vernon) beat J Buckner (Hill- 
At the Royal Ocean Racing Club’s side), slopped second round; A.B 
annual dinner and prizegiving on Hedges (Excellent) beat Ptc. Smith 
December 12, Capt. Harvey received (R.E.M.E.) on points, 
on behalf of the association the Royal Welter Cfn. Hunt (R.E.M.fc.) beat 
Albert Yacht Club Cup (Channel N.A. Bailey (R.N.A.S. Ford) on 
Race) and the Aralus Plate (winner of points; O./Sea. Hilton (Vernon) beat 
R.O.R.C. Points Championship in the --- 

“^rStion’s .00 square metre OIL SHORTAGE 
yacht Wal, due to be laid up for the a CUT of about ten per cent, in 
winter on the Clyde, failed to reach aviation fuel has been achieved in 
there due to stress of weather and the Home Air Command. This has 
failure to recruit suitable crews. It was been made possible by reducing 
therefore decided to lay her up at normal communication flights be- 
Milford Haven. Since this decision tween Naval air stations to an 
was taken, however, it has been agreed absolute minimum, by suspending 
that the roles of Wal and Sea Swallow flying practice for aircrew in non- 
sbould be reversed, so that the former flying appointments and by reducing 
is now “training" and the latter other flying not essential to opera- 
“rccreational." Instructions regarding tional training, important trials, flight 
Wal’s refit arc now awaited. testing or search and rescue. 

PORTSMOUTH COMMAND “ . v , __ . 

E. Voller (Hillside), stopped second The bridegi 
Boxing Club round; o./Tel. Hutchins (Starling) Lowe an d 

The Command Boxing Club were beat Cfn. Gymer(R.E.M.E-) on points; officiated. T 
due to meel Kingston A.B.C. in a L./Sea. Warriner (R.N.B.) beat L./Cpl. by Capt W 
return contest in the barracks’ gym- Jestico (R.E.M.E.) on points; A.B. 
nasium on December 13. Maughan (R.N.B.) beat Cfn. Murray D 

Due to the defection at the last (R.E.M.E.) on points. R.IN.A. 

moment of the London club, local Light: —E. Hoile (Hillside) beat upor 
civilian and service clubs were con- J.E.M. Lake (Collingwood) on points. 
tacted to make up a programme and Light Middle: —L.E.M. Jarvie (Ariel) lm ,„ 
the outcome was an enjoyable beat B. Baker (Chichester) on points, reauers gout 


tion. Mrs. J. D. N. Ham introduced have made Elvis the “P" take a back except to hope that the whole country 

Surg.-Cdr. J. Glass who judged the seat. will one day appreciate the truly 

Christmas Cards which had been made In case anyone thinks that no work formidable proportions of the Fleet 
by the wives for this occasion. was done at all during the months. Air Arm's and Royal Navy's contri- 

On January 12 a visit will be made this columnist hastens to assure his button to the overwhelming military 
to Aberdeen to sec the pantomime faithful duo, that some was achieved successes of "l'affaire Suez.” 

"Puss in Boots" and the next meeting but work, routine work, necessary - 

will be on January 24 when there will work is not easy to write about. , rT mi it 

be a beetle drive. torlom HOpt — 19lO 

A make-up demonstration is being Friendly Co-operation 

booked for February. Our Admiral went to a social C ' G ’ Bro " ic 

Another Naval Wedding function in Taunton where he met a story of the Submarine Passage of the 

On Saturday December 15. Wren retired and distinguished Naval officer, Dardanelles 

**» H ““ r ” -SfcSZ THIS IS [he story of a liule-known bin 

r| M Colin Merryfield. important chapter in submarine h,s- 

i m Lamont The Admiral asked if he had called lor y- , . _ _ 

as given awav iff the wardroom there. "Yes," replied The author, an ex-submanne C.O.. 

ter RN the retired and distinguished N.O., “1 served on the staff of the Commandcr- 

’ ‘ went with the'Master of the Hunt to in-Chief Eastern Mediterranean Fleet. 

get permission to hunt over the air- being directly responsible to Commo- 
KlLJLOlN field." dore Roger Keyes, the submarine en- 

"Did you get co-operation?" queried thusiast. Thus he was well qualified to 
(and -ist) takes t j, e Admiral. describe the difficulties and dangers of 

suing both its -| think so." replied the retired penetrating the treacherous Dardan- 
thc New Year. jj.O., -the operations officer said he’d dies. 

.the sisterly shoot the first-hound he saw on The success of the operation despite 

the airfield!” pessimistic forecasts and initial losses 

Tackled later. Ops emphatically —including the submarine of the 

denied the charge. "I said horseman, author’s brother—says much for the 

—^^—7 not hound, sir." skill and courage of the First World 

War submariners. 

/ Of Mice and Men The author's personal connection 

To be engaged to a lovely lass two with the story provides an unusual 

hundred miles away, to own a fast aspect to the story. Written from the 

v and thirsty sports car and to he faced detachment of 40 years and retirement. 

A s with the grim realities of basic petrol however, it was found confusing in 

^ on the 17th, acted as a spur to one parts. A large-scale map of the scene 

J romantic aviator, with the inborn 0 f operations would be a useful addi- 

W initiative of his breed. lj on to the book. 

/ "* At the far end, he established a An unusual book which will have a 

^ creditable cache of refined and liquid | imited appeal. 

—._ gold and sensing that some obscure 

v. _ regulation would be opposed to his Published by Frederick Books. All 


evening's boxing. 


new 

KESOlOIIOr 


NEW H YEAR 
tftfcOUJTiONS 
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